NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
March 29, 2019
Contact:
Robert Hydrick
Communications Manager
404.463.1751 (o) | 404.859.0141 (c)
robert.hydrick@gohs.ga.gov

Katie Fallon

Public Information Officer
404-463-0611(0) | | 404-463-0611 (c)
kfallon@gohs.ga.gov

Georgia Drivers Warned Of The Dangers of Distracted Driving
State urges motorists to put down the phone and keep their eyes on the road during Distracted Driving Awareness Month

(ATLANTA) The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety is alerting all drivers that if they don’t park their phone when their
car is in drive, they could be handed a ticket for violating Georgia’s hands-free law.

GOHS will be participating in a nationwide enforcement effort coordinated by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, who has proclaimed April, “Distracted Driving Awareness Month.” In addition, the month will be
highlighted by the Connect to Disconnect initiative on April 11, which encourages local law enforcement to conduct a
special, 4-hour distracted driving operation to reinforce their state's distracted driving laws.

According to the Georgia Department of Transportation, the number of distracted driving crashes in Georgia has risen by

more than 400 percent in the last decade. In 2016, there were 25,215 crashes in the state where "inattentive", "cell
phone" or "distracted" was listed as the contributing crash factor, compared to 5,784 such crashes in 2006.

“The passage of the hands-free law was a big step in the effort to reduce the rising number of traffic deaths on our roads
in recent years,” Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Director Allen Poole said. “While everyone knows the law,
breaking a lifelong habit is not easy for so many who don’t realize the real danger they are putting themselves, those
riding with them and pedestrians in when they are talking, texting or doing anything else on their phone while driving."

According to NHTSA, drivers who are talking on their phones are four times as likely to be involved in a crash as those
who are not and the odds of being in a crash increase 23 percent when a driver is texting or sending an e-mail. NHTSA
data also shows that drivers 16-24 are the biggest offenders when it comes to using their phone while driving. Since
2007, this age group has been observed using hand-held electronic devices while driving at a higher rate than any other
age group. In fact, 8 percent of people killed in crashes involving teen drivers in 2017 were killed when those teen
drivers were distracted at the time of the crash.

"Georgia motorists will see more high-visibility enforcement this month as law enforcement agencies across the state
seek to prevent distracted driving before it occurs," Poole said. "A citation for a violation of the hands-free law includes
both a monetary fine and points on your license. But we would rather warn you now and have nobody receive a citation
than have people risk driving distracted."
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While most of the focus of distracted driving is on cellphones, anything a driver does, such as talking to passengers,
eating, grooming, or reaching for anything in the vehicle, is considered distracted driving. Similarly, there are three types
of distracted driving. Visual is anything that takes the driver’s eyes of the road, manual is any activity that takes your
hands off the steering wheel and cognitive is anything that takes your focus away from what is happening on the road.

The good news is there are a number of easy steps drivers can take to avoid becoming distracted:
e If you're expecting a text message or need to send one, pull over and put the vehicle in park.

¢ Make a passenger your "designated texter." Give them access to your phone to respond to calls and messages.
e Use a cell phone holder and voice commands or bluetooth devices if calls must me made or answered while

driving.
e Put your cell phone in the trunk, glove compartment, back seat or somewhere else it cannot be reached to avoid
temptation.
Georgia motorists with questions about the state's hands-free law can visit for more

information. In addition to explaining the parameters of the law, the website also includes video testimonials and a
pledge for parents and teens vowing not to text and drive.

For more information about distracted driving in Georgia, visit
and for nationwide information, visit . You can also
follow GOHS on social media at facebook.com/gahighwaysafety and on Twitter and Instagram at @gohsgeorgia for the
latest highway safety information.
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