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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

ROLLING THUNDER CRACKDOWN COMING TO HOUSTON COUNTY
Dear Editor,

The Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) is announcing another 90-day campaign of the high-visibility Rolling Thunder Taskforce to target high-risk drivers in Central Georgia’s Houston County this Fall. The GOHS Thunder Taskforce is a specialized traffic enforcement unit designed to help communities on the GOHS “Deadly Dozen List” of high crash traffic corridors combat their abnormally high occurrences of traffic crashes, injuries and fatalities on local highways.
The taskforce’s mission is to help reduce those regional highway deaths and serious injuries by altering the illegal driving behaviors of careless motorists through an increased law enforcement presence in Georgia’s high crash corridors. The Thunder Taskforce will soon arrive in Houston County.  
Statistically, stretches of heavily traveled state highways, rural roads and interstates in Houston County currently meet the Thunder Taskforce definition for ‘high crash corridors’, prompting law enforcement authorities in the region to ask GOHS to plan for Taskforce enforcement support there starting this Fall. GOHS crash data shows Houston County has already experienced eleven fatalities so far in 2009.  That exceeds total traffic deaths there last year at 114-percent of their projected year-to-date fatalities. Crash data also shows Houston County has experienced an average of 19.3 annual fatalities over the last nine years. That places Houston among the top eleven Georgia counties with the highest percentage of projected fatalities to go beyond predictions.
The Thunder Taskforce goal will be to show a significant reduction in traffic fatalities and injuries in Houston County over the coming three-month period. Thunder has a history of helping counties on Georgia’s “Deadly Dozen List” since the project’s inception in 2007 when it began combating crash deaths in the Savannah-Chatham Metro Area, followed by lifesaving results in Bartow, Paulding, Barrow and Oconee Counties in 2008, then successfully turning around killer highway statistics in Bulloch County and the City of Statesboro in early 2009 and Glynn and McIntosh counties just this past Summer.  
Each time it’s launched, the GOHS Thunder Taksforce runs a combined speed and DUI crackdown operation with local traffic enforcement units in the community that requests the rollout. This combined Thunder Taskforce roster includes: Houston County Sheriff’s Deputies and three local Police Departments from the Central Georgia cities of Perry, Centerville, and Warner Robins. They will also be supported by law enforcement agencies in the Middle Georgia Traffic Enforcement Network (MGTEN), which includes Peach, Macon, Houston, Dooly, Pulaski, Crisp, Wilcox, Twiggs, Bibb and Turner Counties; Georgia State Patrol troopers from Troop G and the Motor Carrier Compliance Division; and a specially-qualified contingent of GOHS H.E.A.T. units from the Walton, Paulding, Douglas, Barrow, and Bibb County Sheriff’s Offices and the Dublin, Winder, and Henry County Police Departments.
The Challenge to this Thunder Operation is that Houston County has already suffered three fatalities more than what they by saw this time last year and that represents a 114-percent increase. Our enforcement plan includes day-and-night high-visibility patrols where vigilant officers take high-risk drivers off local roads that are becoming dangerous high-crash corridors.  As of now, the official travel forecast in Houston County calls for THUNDER!  So please, Slow Down. Buckle-Up and Drive Sober.  
Bob Dallas

Bob Dallas, Director
Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety
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