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Impaired Driving: Problem Identification 
The Peachtree City Police Department (PCPD) is pleased to report an exceptionally low rate of 

impaired driving collisions.  

2014 Total Roadway Collisions: 791 Impaired Driving Collisions: 27 = 3.4 % 

2014 Total Injury Collisions: 154  Impaired Driving Injury Collisions:  13  = 8.4% 

PCPD conducts a quarterly analysis of collisions with key contributing factors, including  

impaired driving collisions. The analysis examines any trends in location, time, day, driver age,  

or other characteristics. These analyses in 2014 showed: 

 60% of the incidences occurred between 8pm and 1am, as typically expected. No other  

unusual trends by time, or narrower time frame was identified.   

 No noted trends by driver age were noted during the year, and the final 2014 analysis 

showed 10 of 27 drivers where over 50yoa and only 2 were under 21yoa.  

 Analysis during the year found no notable trend by day of week, and end of year analysis 

revealed that 14 of the collisions involving impaired drivers occurred Friday—Sunday.  

 Analysis by location demonstrated an expected higher incidence of DUI crashes along the 

two major highways around the commercial centers of the city, particularly around the inter-

section of the two highways.   

 

Left:  A trend map showing DUI 

crash locations during 2014.   

 

Routine analyses are conducted 

using Crystal Reports, Georgia 

Electronic Accident Report System 

(records management change in 

middle of year), and Microsoft  

Excel. 

 

 
Below is an example of a quarterly analysis, from the 3rd quarter, 2014 
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Impaired Driving: Policy 
PCPD has a 27 page Standard Operating Procedure that covers Traffic Enforcement, Control, 

Administration, and Accident Investigation, as well as other policies that  address the following 

areas: 

 

 Impaired Driving violations as a     

    priority enforcement area 

 Mandatory arrest of Impaired  

    Drivers  

 Processing of Impaired Drivers 

 Use of Drug Recognition Experts 

These are previews of the applicable 

policies. 
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Impaired Driving: Planning 
PCPD’s annual Goals and Objectives documents constitutes an overarching plan to address  

several areas of highway safety, including the reduction of impaired driving collisions.  

The plan to reduce these crashes (pictured at 

left) includes targeting areas with enforcement 

and demographic groups with PI&E according to 

analysis of crash data. It also addresses  

maintaining the highest of officer training  

standards to ensure quality resources in the field 

combating impaired driving.  

The plan is checked for progress at least  

quarterly, and quarterly updates are required to 

be posted on the goal in the department’s  

document management system. An example 

from 1st Quarter 2014 is pictured below.  

In addition to the routine patrol  

staffing for PCPD, the traffic section 

staffs personnel 7 days per week on a 

schedule to increase coverage during 

peak DUI times. Three officers from 

the traffic section were allocated to 

covering the evening period and focus 

on DUI and Drug violations. 

 

At the beginning of each year PCPD schedules enforcement initiatives around periods of  

increased likelihood of impaired driving violations. All traffic officers, and a contingent of  

available patrol personnel, are scheduled months in advance for enforcement details around: 

 St. Patrick’s Day 

 Cinco de Mayo 

 Memorial Day 

 4th of July 

 Labor Day 

 Halloween (most common party dates) 

 Thanksgiving (especially “Blackout 

Wednesday”, the day before the holiday) 

 Christmas (the weekends leading up to it 

common for holiday parties).  

The Georgia Strategic Highway Safety Plan addresses Impaired Driving through the  

implementation of the “Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic” (HEAT) grant program. 

PCPD does not quality for this grant due to the low number of DUI and speed-related crashes. 

However, PCPD’s traffic Lieutenant is the elected Coordinator of the Metro Atlanta Traffic 

Enforcement Network (MATEN), which is comprised of the 64 Metro Atlanta law  

enforcement agencies. As such, PCPD is involved with the strategic planning of enforcement, 

training, and public information initiatives around the entire Metro Atlanta area.  
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  DUI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST): 100% of Peachtree 

City Officers employed for the full year of 2014 have received this training.  Seven new  

employees completed the training during 2014.  

 Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement: All full-year employees with the 

exception of one, have completed ARIDE. Four new employees completed ARIDE in 2014. 

  Seven officers completed SFST Update training during 2014.  

 20 officers completed Intoxilyzer 5000 recertification or training on Georgia’s new breath 

testing instrument, Intoxilyzer 9000. All field officers employed for the full year were  

certified to operate a breath testing instrument.  

 Three officers were previously certified as Drug Recognition Experts (DRE), and one as a 

DRE Instructor.  

 100% of officers were required to complete a comprehensive online Traffic Training course 

via PowerDMS. Several of the topics addressed in this training covered impaired driving. 

This is an annual requirement for all officers. This includes updates on case law and policy, 

as well as reiterations of older, but important, information such as Administrative License 

Suspension Hearing (ALS) procedures.  

 

Impaired Driving: Training 
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 In 2014, Peachtree City Police Department taught all fifth graders (six elementary schools) in 

the city a sixty minute class dedicated to the risks of abusing alcohol, underage alcohol use, and 

DUI.  Instruction includes discussing the legal and health risks of using alcohol and having the 

students participate in a drunk goggles activity to show the dangers of drunk driving.  Third 

graders participate in a forty minute (grade appropriate) version of the fifth grade class.   

During the 2014 school year, PCPD conducted 49 3rd and 5th grade alcohol/DUI awareness  

classes.  Approximately 1,369 students participated and it took approximately 42 hours to teach 

the classes.  21 middle school and high school students attended the Junior Police Academy 

where they participated in a DUI awareness class and hands on drunk goggle activities to 

demonstrate the effects of alcohol on your perception and reaction time.   

 

At the high school level, all 9th grade students are required to attend health classes.  During the 

section of the course focusing on alcohol, drugs, and high risk behaviors, the School Resource 

Officer appeared as a guest speaker for each class.  The focus of this block of instruction was on 

the dangerous effects of alcohol and drugs on the bodies of youth.  It also included an in-depth 

look at the  consequences and repercussions of a citation or arrest for underage usage of  

alcohol or drugs in regards to employment and collegiate opportunities.  The classes were  

attended by approximately 450 students over the course of the year. 
 

PCPD also does an exceptional amount of PI&E through distribution of press releases to local 

media outlets (example pictured below), a city e-mail newsletter (pictured below), and social 

media. There are far more examples than could be pictured in this presentation, so an example 

of each follows on this page and the next. PCPD was also featured in a publication from Golf 

Digest educating golfers on the risks of driving golf carts under the  

influence. This is a national 

 publication, but is well circulated 

in Peachtree City due to the local 

emphasis on golfing culture.  

Impaired Driving: Public Information & Education 

 

City Newsletter 
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 Peachtree City PD has a commanding social media presence. With nearly 8,000 “likes” on  

Facebook, and numerous Twitter followers, a substantial portion of our 35,000 residents in 

13,000 households receive PI&E messages, crime alerts, BOLOs, and more from our social  

media outlets. In one example, a video we posted with an impaired driving message that 

showed an intoxicated driver passing a school bus reached an astonishing 55,488 people 

through “shares” on Facebook. A public info video produced by PCPD about the Operation  

Zero Tolerance campaign in December 2014 was also a big hit, reaching 13,352 people. Other 

examples of our numerous impaired driving public information and education efforts from 2014 

are below.  

Impaired Driving: Public Information & Education 

Video with detailed DUI  
statistics given by Cpl Hughes. 
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 Policy and practice of the agency make enforcement of impaired driving laws a priority  

function of all sworn officers whenever they patrol the streets of Peachtree City. As such, this is 

on the forefront of duties for any available officer—particularly during identified peak times of 

10pm—2am and the target areas around the three major evening commerce areas. Peachtree 

City did not receive any grant funded hours, or authorized overtime hours, specifically for this 

purpose. However, daily officer priorities and assignments included DUI enforcement. As such, 

the number of hours dedicated by all officers to this task could not be accurately calculated, but 

the following are some enforcement statistics from 2014: 

Total DUI Arrests: 122 DUI Arrests in Target Areas: 47 Total Contacts: 464 

Total Road Checks: 18 DUI Arrests in Target Times: 63 Target Area Contacts: 176 

 

The above target area calculations are approximate, as our records management system is  

limited in ability to track this information. Approximations were made using average  

distributions from total directed traffic enforcement actions for all violations and applying the 

percentage to relevant violations for above statistics. Time statistics are based upon assigned 

priority times and actual violation recorded times. PCPD also recorded two saturation details 

with several officers during 2014, one on February 28th and one on November 26th (AKA 

Black Wednesday), a day with historically high impaired driving violations. Due to an  

unfortunate error in data collection, data regarding routine field-initiated saturation patrols was 

not recorded for 2014 as it has been in the past. This error has since been corrected.  

 
 
PCPD participated with enforcement and education efforts during every national and state  

impaired driving campaign throughout the year. Some of these efforts included 2 road checks 

during the Memorial Day OZT Campaign, 2 road checks during the Independence Day OZT 

Campaign, 3 during the Labor Day Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT) Campaign—including one 

multi-use path checkpoint, 2 road checks on Halloween as part of a local Halloween HEAT  

initiative, and 2 road checks during the Christmas Drive Sober / OZT Campaigns.  

PCPD also participated in 5 multi-jurisdictional road checks with the Metro Atlanta Traffic  

Enforcement Network.  

 

The chart at right shows a trend that 

has continued over the last ten years 

of steadily decreasing DUI arrest 

numbers. On its face this may seem 

negative, but viewed in light of  

several other factors this is actually 

evidence of strong enforcement  

efforts improving voluntary  

compliance. The Outcomes section 

will explain this further.   

Impaired Driving: Enforcement 
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 PCPD reported 3 more Impaired Driving related collisions in 2014 than 2013. However, the to-

tal number is still within range of averages from previous years (see chart  

below) and represents a very low number of impaired driving crashes for a city like Peachtree 

City -  which is the alcohol hub of the Coweta/Fayette region. This is especially true when  

considering that, between 2010 and 2014, the city has experienced an approximate 14%  

increase in vehicle volume on Hwy 74 North, 36% increase on Hwy 74 South, 7% increase on 

Hwy 54 West, and 11% increase on 54 East. This has also been paralleled by significant  

commercial expansion.  Peachtree City now has 121 establishments with on-site liquor licenses 

and 144 with off-site licenses - in a 24 sq. mile city. Peachtree City is also home to the only  

liquor stores in Fayette County (106,567 residents). 

Some increase in impaired driving  

collisions is also attributed to  

improved recognition of drug  

impaired drivers as agency training 

has encompassed 100% of field  

officers completing ARIDE.  

 

Although more difficult to quantify, PCPD officers can attest to a significant increase in  

voluntary compliance over recent years - particularly in 2014. The best demonstration of this 

fact is a  drastic reduction in the number of DUI arrests made as officers find it much harder to 

locate impaired drivers. This decrease in arrests has paralleled an increase in alcohol serving 

establishments, a significant increase in officers trained on DUI Detection and Standardized 

Field Sobriety Testing (only 6 total in 2004), increased departmental prioritization of DUI  

enforcement, and an increase in total traffic contacts. See chart below for details.  

 Another indicator of PCPD’s success in fostering an environment of deterrence can be seen in a 

drastic increase in taxi services 

providing service to local bars. In 

2003 only one taxi service  

routinely served the establishments 

in Peachtree City. During 2014, 

any given night may see as many as 

five different taxi services, some 

with multiple taxis, outside the  

local bars. This is due in  

significant part to sustained high 

visibility enforcement efforts,  

strategic use of road checks, and 

successful public information and 

education campaigns.  

2014 was the tenth consecutive 

year with ZERO DUI Fatalities.  

Impaired Driving: Outcomes 

Total Crashes DUI Crashes % DUI of Total

2009 717 30 4.18%

2010 738 22 2.98%

2011 787 32 4.07%

2012 758 22 2.90%

2013 821 24 2.92%

2014 791 27 3.41%

Year Contacts AvgCont DUIs Avg DUI DUI Crash Avg Crash

2002 13,911 203 35

2003 13,163 187 68

2004 17,369 259 57

2005 14,123 252 47

2006 12,831 239 42

2007 14,878 213 51

2008 15,157 230 24

2009 13,526 173 30

2010 21,610 180 22

2011 20,491 165 32

2012 17,398 151 22

2013 16,949 158 24

2014 15,674 122 27

14,642

14,098

18,424

225

214

155

52

37

25
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Cpl. Terry Blackburn receiving 

the DUI Officer of the Year 

Award from Traffic Supervisor, 

Sgt. Odilia Bergh 

PCPD uses several recognition programs for officers performing well in key areas of  

enforcement. For impaired driving enforcement, these include an end-of-year Top DUI Officer 

award, recognition on each publication of the Traffic Safety Report, and participation in awards 

programs from MADD.  

Impaired Driving: Outcomes 

Although labeled 2015, the MADD 

Awards are for activity ending 12-31-14.  

Lt. Myers was recognized for 100+ career 

DRE Evaluations. 

PCPD also nominated Cpl. Blackburn for a  

MADD Award 

An example of recognizing 

DUI enforcement on the Traffic 

Safety Report 

 


