Department Of Driver Services
Requirements of a High School Driver Education Program
Types of Licenses:

· Full License – Schools issued a Full License must offer a minimum of 30 hours classroom training and a minimum of 6 hours of behind the wheel training (30/6).  Schools must use approved curriculum.  Schools issued a Full License may offer courses consisting of less than 30/6 training. 

· Limited License – Schools issued a Limited License may offer classroom training and/or behind the wheel training consisting of less than 30 hours classroom training and 6 hours of behind the wheel training. The program of instruction must be approved by the DDS. School must meet requirements applicable to type of instruction given: classroom only applicants are not required to meet vehicle requirements and behind the wheel only applicants are not required to meet classroom requirements.  

· Instructor License - Each instructor conducting classroom and/or behind the wheel training must be licensed by the department before giving instruction.  

Persons Responsible for the Day to Day Operations of the Driver Education Program:
· Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent or Headmaster must appoint someone to be responsible for the day to day operations of the driver education program.

· A fingerprint background investigation must be conducted on the appointed individual.
Classrooms and Records:
· The facility must comply with the requirements set forth by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
· The facility must be inspected by the local fire department for compliance with fire safety, sanitation, and building regulations and pass all regulations.
· Classrooms must be a minimum 250 square feet.
· Classrooms must be equipped with an adequate number of desks or tables with chairs to comfortably accommodate students.

· The DDS will inspect the facility for compliance to Rules and Regulations prior to approval.

· The school must allow access to DDS representatives for the purpose of inspecting the facility and vehicles, monitoring classrooms and auditing student records.  Staff must be capable of providing records and documents to DDS representatives when requested. 
· Copies of all forms furnished to students, including student contracts, must be approved by the Department. 
· Student contracts are required if a fee is charged for the driver education course.

· Schools must maintain a continuous surety bond in an amount of at least $2,500.00 for the contractual rights of students.
· DDS approved textbooks and/or workbooks must be made available to all students.
Vehicles and Behind the Wheel Instruction:
· Schools must maintain commercial liability and property damage insurance coverage in an amount of at least $100,000/$300,000/$50,000.
· Vehicles used for instruction cannot be over seven (7) years old and must be equipped with the following:

· Extra brake pedal operable from the instructor’s position;
· Two inside rearview mirrors, one for the use of the student and one for the use of the instructor.  Sun visor vanity mirrors may not be utilized for this purpose;
· Cushions for proper seating of students (when necessary);

· A sign or lettering not less than two inches in size with the words STUDENT DRIVER;

· A sign or lettering not less than two inches in size with the name of the school;
· Stanchions or rubber cones to practice driving maneuvers with students.
Instructors:

· A school must have at least one licensed instructor before the school license will be issued.

· A fingerprint background investigation will be conducted on each instructor.
· A five panel drug screen and a physical exam are required.  Both must be conducted within the 30 days of application.
· Instructors are required to attend a four hour training class and pass an examination administered by the DDS.  Training nor examination are not required if applicant submits a valid Georgia teaching certificate reflecting certification in Safety and Driver Education. 
Important Note:  This list serves as a summary and does not include all requirements contained in the Rules & Regulations and Georgia Code § 43-13.  Rules & Regulations can be found at www.dds.ga.gov
