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Declare Your Independence from Impaired Driving!
July 4th Weekend Kicks Off With “Operation I-75 Slowdown”
WHEN:
THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 2011 NEWS CONFERENCE at 1:30PM
WHERE:         Oak Ridge Church Road Bridge over I-75 (Just South of Exit 59)
                        Tifton, GA
WHY:              Every 48 minutes, someone in the U.S. dies in a drunk-driving crash! 
WHAT:
NEWS CONFERENCE launches Fourth of July Speed and Impaired Driving Crackdown
ENFORCEMENT STARTS AFTER NEWS CONFERENCE!
The Governor's Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) is announcing a specialized enforcement campaign within its customary Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT) initiative during the Fourth of July travel period. Operation I-75 Slowdown is an intensive enforcement period from 2 to 6PM on June 30th that will include nearly every law enforcement jurisdiction from the I-75/I-475 split in Macon down to the Georgia/Florida border. Agencies throughout central and south Georgia will double check their radar and hit the road to remind motorists that they will be out in full force during the holiday weekend. Police will be making sure motorists are slowing down, driving sober and buckling up. As a final message of safety, visitors and residents alike will notice that while travelling on I-75, they will see a police officer, sheriff’s deputy or state trooper roughly every 3 miles between Macon and the state line.
BLUE LIGHTS AND PHOTO-OPS 

News Media Invited.  Access for Reporters & photographers:
· Interviews with highway safety officials and local law enforcement.
· Get an overpass shot of “Operation I-75 Slowdown.”

· Ride-along with law enforcement.
· Set up a LIVE-Shot for your Noon news cycle.    
OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.
OZT is a statewide enforcement campaign to raise driver awareness about the deadly consequences of drunk driving. One-out-of-five fatality crashes in Georgia each year are now alcohol-related!  Plan to party? Plan for a designated driver! Violate Georgia’s DUI laws and go to jail! And if you’re travelling on I-75 between Macon and Florida, be prepared to slow down. Because it’s when drivers reach illegal speeds that they endanger themselves, their passengers and everyone else on the road. Crash force doubles on impact every 10MPH increase in speed over 50MPH.
DON’T LET THE FOURTH BLOW UP IN YOUR FACE!

Whether it’s summer vacation or a cross-town trip to the mall, responsible driving should be as much a holiday tradition as annual fireworks celebrations. But low safety belt use makes the July Fourth holiday weekend some of the most dangerous travel times on our highways. So Drive Sober, plan for a Designated Driver and Buckle-Up!  Safety belts are still your best protection against drunk drivers!   
(END RELEASE)
For More Information:


Sgt. James Partain


SRTEN Coordinator


Tift County Sheriff’s Office


Office: 229-388-6022


Cell: 404-668-7850


Cell: 229-238-1950


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rhayes1@windstream.net" �james.partain@tiftcounty.org�
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