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GOHS PARTNERS WITH GSP TO TURN-UP THE “HEAT” ON DUI’S

State Patrol To Receive $900,000+ in Law Enforcement Grants 

(Atlanta)  Today in Atlanta, the Director of the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety announced a $920-thousand-dollar public safety partnership grant with the Georgia State Patrol.   GOHS Director Bob Dallas said the grant is a three-part package designed to enhance enforcement efforts and help reduce DUI injuries and fatalities in the five-county Metro Atlanta target area.

Part One of the GOHS grant package is designed to fund a 10-member GSP HEAT Unit for what’s anticipated to be three consecutive years.  The GSP HEAT Unit will be responsible for year-round DUI and SPEED enforcement on Atlanta Metro Interstate highways in Clayton, Cobb, Dekalb, Fulton and Gwinnett Counties.  The GSP HEAT Unit will be deployed as a single, self-contained enforcement team to conduct sobriety checkpoints and concentrated patrols targeting speeders and impaired drivers.  The grant amount for the first year of GSP HEAT Unit operation breaks down to $693,100.00 in 2004.   

Part Two of the GOHS grant package will fund GSP overtime enforcement costs for “Operation Zero Tolerance” and “100 Days of Summer HEAT” statewide mobilizations scheduled during 2004.   This second part of the GOHS grant provides $125,000.00 to conduct additional Trooper-enforcement-hours on the road during statewide sobriety checkpoints and saturation patrols coordinated with the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.  The goal of this overtime grant is to create statewide high-visibility enforcement of Georgia’s DUI and speed laws and to increase public awareness of Georgia’s deadly DUI and speed problem.

Part Three of the GOHS Grant package provides $102,000 for a program of highly specialized state attorneys to assist State Troopers in the courts at Administrative License Suspension (ALS) Hearings.  The newly-created (ALS) Law Enforcement Assistance Program will make state attorneys available for the Department of Public Safety to prepare detailed testimony, provide training on DUI enforcement issues, and respond to motions and briefs in support of the basic elements of the State’s case.  This third element of the GOHS grant package Program is expected to generate a significant increase in the number of Administrative License Suspension cases filed by Georgia State Troopers.
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The GOHS Law Enforcement Assistance Program is also projected to result in a higher rate of (ALS) cases won by the state against DUI offenders.  GOHS Director Dallas said, “The Georgia State Patrol consistently provides the kind of high-profile traffic law enforcement required to save lives on our highways and that’s the kind of protection the public deserves.”  Dallas said, “That’s one reason GSP was selected for this special GOHS partnership.”   

The GOHS HEAT grant will pay for ten fully-equipped police pursuit vehicles and the salaries of the Troopers who operate them as part of the special unit.  The GOHS grant will also provide a DUI “Intoxilyzer” testing device to be assigned to the unit.   The GSP HEAT Unit roster will assign one GSP Sergeant, two Corporals and seven Troopers to staff the enforcement details.  Two of those Troopers will be trained as Drug Recognition Experts (DRE’S) and certified child safety seat technicians.

The GSP unit officially begins operations in the Fall of 2004, conducting active patrols and targeting times and roadways where there’s a higher incidence of encountering impaired drivers, speeders, and unbelted drivers.  The five target counties historically experience a disproportionate DUI statistical profile, compared to totals from around the entire state.    Based on previous experience, planners at the Georgia Department of Public Safety foresee the GSP HEAT Unit will successfully apprehend many of the impaired drivers who might otherwise escape DUI dragnets.

GOHS Director Dallas said, “The Atlanta nightlife attracts many more motorists to the five-county metro area, compounded by the enormous every-working-day commuter traffic.”   GSP HEAT operations will concentrate on arresting more dangerous DUI offenders in the Metro Atlanta area, removing them from the roads where they represent a deadly threat to other drivers and pedestrians.  Dallas said, “The presence of a concentrated GSP HEAT Unit will significantly increase public awareness and act as a deterrent to many would-be impaired drivers.”  
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