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THUNDER Taskforce[image: image1.jpg] Reports: WAVE ONE COMPLETE 
23 DUI’s & 46 Suspended Drivers Caught in 2 Days 

(GAINESVILLE – HALL COUNTY GEORGIA) The stats are now in.  During just two days of stepped-up patrols and sobriety roadchecks, Operation THUNDER Taskforce Teams swept-up 23 DUI’s over the weekend in Gainesville and Hall County.  “That’s 23 drunk drivers who could have killed the people you know and love on your local roadways right here at home,” said Director Harris Blackwood of the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.
The high profile THUNDER motorcade rolled up I-985 into Gainesville last Thursday afternoon to announce the local kick-off of this latest highway safety crackdown. Officers went straight to work on Hall County highways Thursday night and by the end of operations Friday arrested another 46 motorists driving on suspended licenses.  
“And THUNDER is just getting started,” said GOHS Law Enforcement Coordinator Powell Harrelson, Coordinator of the GOHS THUNDER initiative.  “These are exactly the kinds of dangerous drivers the Taskforce was designed to find-- Motorists whose careless conduct behind the wheel put everyone’s families at risk every day on the highway.”  

“High risk drivers like these should consider last Thursday’s blue-light motorcade into Gainesville a serious warning that THUNDER means Zero Tolerance for impaired and aggressive drivers,” said GOHS Deputy Director Spencer Moore.  “We’re here for one reason, and that’s to save lives. Operation THUNDER is about raising survival rates, NOT raising revenue.”

In addition to the drunk driving and suspended license arrests, the THUNDER crackdown also netted 12 offenders driving uninsured.  “Many times these same violators have already been caught driving drunk and had their licenses or insurance coverage revoked,” said Deputy Director Moore. “The Taskforce mission is to target these high-risk drivers with our high visibility enforcement to change their illegal driving behaviors.”

To help raise driver safety awareness during the first enforcement wave, Taskforce officers sent 45 motorists home with warning tickets for minor offenses as this first THUNDER mobilization rumbled through Gainesville and Hall County.  But for the more serious violators officers wrote 262 citations.
The Taskforce cracked down on drivers who violated safetybelt laws (40 tickets) and child passenger safety belt laws (14 tickets). “We’re genuinely concerned about the number of parents and caregivers who aren’t keeping kids safely secured in child safety seats or just aren’t buckling them at all,” said GOHS Director Blackwood. “We hope this Hall County THUNDER campaign will help spread the word that we’re depending on parents and caregivers throughout Georgia to make sure their kids are properly buckled-in, every trip, every seat, every time,” Blackwood said.  

In the crime-fighting column, Taskforce officers also made 8 drug arrests and 2 felony arrests while apprehending 2 fugitives. Officers also wrote 125 citations for infractions like expired driver licenses, missing tags and safety equipment violations.  
“The next enforcement wave will concentrate on day-and-night patrol strategy to keep the violators guessing,” said GOHS Law Enforcement Coordinator Powell Harrelson. “There will always be some kind of stepped-up enforcement going on so illegal speeders and impaired drivers won’t know when or where to look for blue lights. The 90-day travel forecast in Gainesville and Hall County calls for continuing THUNDER.”
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