Presentation by Bob Dallas at the September 19, 2008 Governor’s Challenge, Perry, GA
Some Beach, I love that Blake Shelton song.  He starts off singing about being cut off by another driver.  Blake responds by singing “some beach; that’s where I’d rather be.”  Most of us can relate to this.

On behalf of Governor Perdue, I welcome Georgia law enforcement to the Governor’s Challenge in Perry, Georgia.  I also want to thank all of our sponsors, without which we could never have this program.

There are 6,710,930 license holders in the State of Georgia.  On any given day I cannot not tell you which driver will crash, which person will be injured or who will die.  But on an average day, 925 will crash, 351 people will be injured, and 6 will die.  That equates to 337,827 crashes per year, 128,318 injuries per year, and 1,648 deaths per year.

Some say there is little or nothing you can do about that.  In February of 2008, a Macon Telegraph reporter asked a man driving a pickup truck why he did not wear a safety belt.  His reply, “when your time is up, God is going to take you.  Nothing you can do about it.”

Really?

Excuse me?  But I thought God put us here for a purpose.  
That purpose is to be there for your family, for your wife, for your kids, for your parents, and for your siblings.
That purpose is to be there for your friends.

That purpose is to be there for your coworkers.

That purpose is to be there for your church and community.

That purpose is to be there for your state.

That purpose is to be there for your country.

That purpose is to be there for God.  That is why he placed you here.

If that means not drinking and driving, not speeding and wearing your safety belt for you to be here, isn’t that want God wants?

Thankfully I do not need to tell a single soul here today that we can prevent crashes, we can prevent injuries, and we can prevent deaths on our roadways.

And here are just a few tools we use to save lives.  Listen and tell me if you recognize any:

Click It Or Ticket.

Operation Zero Tolerance.

Over The Limit, Under Arrest.

100 Days Of Summer H.E.A.T.

You Drink, You Drive, You Lose.

Operation Rolling Thunder.

H.E.A.T.

Night Hawks.

Road Checks.

Saturation Patrols.

Safety Seat Checks.

Child Passenger Technician.

Standardized Field Sobriety Testing.

Drug Recognition Expert.

Implied Consent.
My guess is not only do you recognize each and every one of these; but that you use these and many other tools to save lives.

What are the results of your efforts?  Crash deaths in Georgia are down 100 over the past two years.  Georgia’s safety belt utilization rate is up to 90%.  Georgia’s death rate is down to 1.47 deaths per 100 million vehicle miles traveled.

What you have done is make Georgia traffic safety results the best in the southeast and competitive with the best sates in our nation.

What you have done is also worth repeating to everybody.

Talk to policy makers at home.  Tell them what you do with traffic safety save more lives year in and year out than any other thing you do.

But don’t forget to ask them for the tools to do it.  Not money, but the laws and the time to save lives.  And let them know in the process you also reduce other crimes.
I close by saying I have not earned the right to tell you to do anything.  That right belongs to your brothers and sisters in law enforcement.

But I do ask, plead if I must, you to continue to save lives on Georgia’s roadways.  Not for me, but for every life in our great state.  
The banner overhead declaring “Every Life Counts” has over 15,000 names on it.  These are the names of 15,000 Georgians who died in crashes over the past ten years.  It is for them that I say continue traffic safety enforcement so that not one more name is added to this tragic list.

Thank you.

