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MAKE SURE YOUR SWEETHEART BUCKLES UP THIS VALENTINE’S DAY
THING’S JUST “CLICK” WHEN YOU’RE IN LOVE

Dear Editor,
For all those brave Georgians thinking of “popping the question” to their sweethearts this Valentine’s Day, here’s heartfelt advice from the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS).  Whether you’re planning a fancy weekend brunch or a candlelight dinner date for February 14th, your first romantic move should be to make certain your Valentine is buckled-up.. Because things just seem to “click” when you’re in love.
Seatbelts may seem like an odd topic on a day devoted to expressing affections, but when you think about it, what’s more romantic then making sure your sweetheart is in safe company when you have special travel plans?  Making sure your Valentine is buckled-up lets your loved one know you want them to be around for many more celebrations to come.   (You certainly don’t want to have to think about a ‘til death do us part’ scenario on Valentine’s Day.)
These are the facts at the heart of the matter:  In 2008 alone, safety belts saved the lives of more than 13-thousand American sweethearts here in Georgia and across the country.  All those survivors have someone who loves them.  And when worn properly the risk of moderate to serious injury is reduced by 50-percent due to seatbelts!   
But Georgia is not without its heartbreaks.  Every year, more than half the Georgians killed in motor vehicle crashes were NOT wearing their safety belts.  Our police officers know the heartache that nearly 1-in-5 Americans, as drivers or passengers, still fail to secure their seatbelts.
Here’s another profile you won’t find on any computer dating service: Too many night-drivers apparently believe they’re “crash-proof”.  So your unbuckled date could become one of the 64-percent of nighttime-crash victims who weren’t wearing safety belts!  
Your plans for any romantic evening-out should include a loving reminder to your Valentine that unbuckled crash deaths are always higher after dark.  

Those crashes can be especially cruel to ‘young love’ on Valentine’s Day and the rest of the year too. Data shows that car crashes are still the Number One cause of death for teenagers both nationwide and in Georgia. So our teen drivers have the greatest cause to make sure they buckle up on Valentine’s Day -- and every other day of the year.
That’s why Click It Or Ticket is the law in Georgia 365 days-a-year and Valentine’s Day is no different.  If you don’t ‘click it’, you should expect a ticket. We know that traffic injuries and deaths are going to be tragic enough no matter when they happen, but a death that could’ve been prevented by a buckled safety belt seems all the more senseless on a holiday dedicated to love.
The good news is that nine out of ten Georgians are now buckling up.  Because nothing says I love you like hearing the click of that seatbelt.  For more information on seatbelt safety, visit www.gahighwaysafety.org.   Then Buckle-Up.  Slow Down.  & Drive Sober this Valentine’s Day.
Harris Blackwood
Harris Blackwood, Director

Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety
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