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LIFESAVING CRACKDOWN HITS HALF-WAY POINT
More Than 400 Un-Buckled Drivers Ticketed In Three Waves
(GAINESVILLE - HALL COUNTY, GEORGIA)  THUNDER Taskforce operations in Hall County and the City of Gainesville have officially passed the halfway point in this life-saving ninety-day traffic safety initiative.  Enforcement officers here wrote 448 tickets to unbuckled drivers and another 28 citations to careless parents who didn’t buckle-up their kids in child safety seats. Officers issued 64 more seatbelt warning citations as legal reminders for drivers to “Click It Or Ticket”.
“That’s more than 540 potential crash victims who get a second chance to save the lives of those they love by simply buckling a safetybelt,” said Director Harris Blackwood of the Governor's Office of Highway Safety (GOHS). “And that means 540 Hall County families who will now double their chances of surviving a highway tragedy,” said Blackwood.  GOHS crash data shows unbuckled drivers and passengers, top the list of proven deadly crash factors in Gainesville and Hall County, followed by DUI and speed. 
“So the enforcement stats from these first three waves show this THUNDER operation is living up to its zero tolerance reputation with high-risk drivers,” said GOHS Law Enforcement Coordinator (LEC) Powell Harrelson.  Harrelson is Field Coordinator of the GOHS THUNDER initiative. 
“The THUNDER Challenge here is the high rate of traffic crashes and injuries and fatalities for a county and community of this size,” said LEC Harrelson.  “Our operations model calls for officers to spot the unsafe and aggressive drivers who put everyone’s families at risk every day on our highways.  So we’ll continue to maintain this high visibility law enforcement presence during several more waves of patrols and roadchecks.”  
THUNDER patrols are also keeping Gainesville neighborhood roads safe here by catching impaired motorists and high risk drivers: 

· So far, Thunder Sobriety Checkpoints caught 42 drunk drivers and sent them directly to jail.
· Thunder Concentrated Patrols put the brakes on 345 illegal speeders.

· Thunder Roadchecks cited 83 uninsured or suspended drivers and took them off county roads.

· And in the crime-fighting column, TASKFORCE officers apprehended 8 fugitives while making 15 drug arrests and 4 felony arrests during the first 45 days of THUNDER.

“Officers here have also written 794 warning citations to help educate Hall County drivers about Georgia’s traffic laws.  So once again it’s clear THUNDER is about raising survival rates, not revenue,” said GOHS Director Blackwood.  “Meanwhile, the highway safety forecast in Gainesville calls for THUNDER. Enforcement Wave Number Four is already underway, so the GOHS Travel Advisory today in Hall County: Buckle-Up. Slow Down.  Drive Sober.”
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For more information:


Jim Shuler, GOHS Public Affairs 


  404-656-6996 or 888-420-0767
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