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OPERATION THUNDER.  WHAT IS IT?

THUNDER is a joint Governor's Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) highway safety enforcement campaign designed to save lives from the preventable tragedies that can result from unsafe motorists who speed and drive unbuckled or impaired.  State and local law enforcement will be out in full force in Hall County and the City of Gainesville for the latest mobilization of OPERATION THUNDER.  

WHY TARGET UNSAFE DRIVERS IN HALL COUNTY?
Because highway safety data from GOHS shows that by August of 2010, Hall County had already experienced 20 crash deaths. That exceeds the previous year’s total at that time by five fatalities and at that rate, Hall County is projected to have experienced another 5 road deaths by the time 2010’s final crash stats are tabulated. These deadly projections prompted Gainesville and Hall County law enforcement to plan with GOHS for TASKFORCE traffic enforcement support starting in 2011.  
WHAT SHOULD DRIVERS EXPECT DURING OPERATION THUNDER?

The 90-day highway safety crackdown involving Gainesville Police and Hall County Deputies starts January 27th. Each time it’s launched, the GOHS THUNDER TASKFORCE deploys Traffic Enforcement Units for a combined safetybelt, speed and DUI mobilization. Speeders and unbuckled drivers get tickets. Drunk drivers go directly to jail.  THUNDER isn’t about writing more tickets. It’s about saving more lives.
WHERE WILL TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS FOCUS?

THUNDER enforcement will target areas of Hall County and the City of Gainesville with abnormally high occurrences of traffic crashes, injuries and fatalities on local high-traffic corridors. Local roadchecks will catch seat belt violators and DUI’s.  Patrols will catch speeders. Slow down. Buckle-Up & Drive Sober.  
WILL GAINESVILLE & HALL COUNTY HAVE HELP? 
Your local law enforcement agencies will be supported by:

· The Georgia State Patrol Nighthawk DUI Taskforce.
·  A specially-qualified contingent of police and county sheriff’s H.E.A.T. Units from around the state.
·  A force-multiplier of law enforcement from the GOHS Northeast Traffic Enforcement Network (NETEN), including units from Banks, Dawson, Forsyth, Franklin, Habersham, Hall, Hart, Jackson, Rabun, Stephens and White counties.

· The Department of Public Safety will dispatch additional Troop B Troopers from Post 6 Gainesville, Post 7 Toccoa, Post 27 Blue Ridge, Post 32 Athens and Post 37 Cumming.
· State enforcement officers from the Region 2 DPS Motor Carrier Compliance Division will be also deployed. 
HOW HAS THUNDER SAVED LIVES BEFORE?
OPERATION THUNDER has a history of reducing highway deaths around population centers like Hall County every year since the project inception in Chatham County in 2007 by changing high risk driving habits through high visibility enforcement. Read more online at www.gahighwaysafety.org .
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