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STATEWIDE DUI CRACKDOWN TARGETS DRUNK DRIVERS
(STATEWIDE GEORGIA) — When the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) re-set the national crash clock for 2011, it began registering traffic fatalities at an average rate of every fourteen minutes in America… with no time off for holidays.  And according to the clock, time is running out for drunk drivers everywhere. On an average travel day, it records an alcohol-impaired driving death every 45-minutes.
“We don’t want the crash clock to be will be running overtime this Labor Day holiday travel period in Georgia,” says Director Harris Blackwood of the Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS).  “Far too often, we see summer celebrations end with designated drivers not living up to their promises or getting left behind at the barbeque. And that means too many Georgia motorists will drive impaired during this upcoming Labor Day weekend.”
The problem of impaired driving is a serious one. So serious, that NHTSA has rebranded the Operation Zero Tolerance campaign so that when drivers hit the road between Aug. 19 and Sept. 5, the message they hear will be new, but just as loud and clear: “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.”
That’s why Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT) is underway now. Every Labor Day, Georgia mobilizes thousands of traffic enforcement officers to conduct high visibility sobriety roadchecks and DUI patrols to save lives on roads where you live and drive as part of a national impaired driving crackdown campaign.
In 2009 alone, 10,839 people died in crashes in which a driver or motorcycle rider was at or above the legal Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) limit of .08. The age group with the highest percentage of alcohol-impaired fatalities in motor vehicle traffic crashes was the 21-to-24 age group.
“All too often, innocent, law-abiding people suffer tragic consequences and the loss of loved ones due to this careless disregard for human life,” says Director Blackwood. “Because we’re committed to ending the carnage, we’re intensifying enforcement during the crackdown. Since twice as many alcohol-impaired crashes happen over the weekend and four times as many occur at night, we will be especially vigilant during these high-risk times when impaired drivers are most likely to be on our roads.”
To Georgia’s highway safety professionals, the causes behind those Labor Day holiday fatalities sound all too familiar:  Alcohol and drugs are usually identified as major contributing factors and about half the crash victims are unbuckled when they die.

How can we stop these needless fatal crashes? The end-of-summer mobilization is called “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” because there is still zero tolerance for motorists who choose to break the law.  In Georgia, OZT means you never receive just a warning or citation.  Impaired motorists caught driving at or over the 0.08 (BAC) limit will be arrested.
Remember to designate a sober driver in advance – before the Labor Day festivities begin. Friends should never let friends drive drunk…or distracted.  So Buckle-up. Hang-Up. Slow Down. And Drive Sober.  Labor Day weekend is every Georgian’s last celebration of summer.  Don’t let it be your very last.
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