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‘GEORGIA BIKES!’ AND GOHS GIVE GRANTS
 TO NEW BICYCLE SAFETY ADVOCATES
Five new bicycle advocacy organizations in Georgia have been chosen to receive $1,500 Seed Grants from the nonprofit ‘Georgia Bikes!” support group to help improve bicycling conditions and promote safe bicycling throughout the state. The bicycle grants project funding is provided to ‘Georgia Bikes!” through the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) in a joint effort to help reduce bicycle-related injuries and fatalities on our roadways.
The first five grant recipients are Wheel Movement in Augusta, Bike Alpharetta, BikeDecatur, Oconee County Cycling Organization , and Bike Cherokee .
Thanks to funds collected from the sale of special “Share the Road” car license tags, ‘Georgia Bikes!’ is able to provide these grants to deserving bicycle safety advocates emerging across the state. “These seed grants are enabling new community-driven safety education and advocacy programs for Georgia’s cyclists,” said ‘Georgia Bikes!’ Executive Director Brent Buice.

“This grant funding is made possible by all the concerned Georgia drivers who have made a personal choice to help promote safe biking with the purchase of a ‘Share the Road’ specialty vehicle license tag,” said GOHS Director Harris Blackwood.  “That’s how the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety and “Georgia Bikes!’ are able to sustain these programs and make significant headway to reduce bicycle crash injuries and fatalities in Georgia.” 

‘Georgia Bikes!’ selected the following five winning organizations from a pool of statewide applicants after reviewing their proposals, budgets, and evaluation plans for improving bicycle safety and awareness.   

Wheel Movement was created in 2009 to represent the many local cycling enthusiasts in the growing cycling community of Augusta, including Georgia bicycle commuters, road cyclists, triathletes, and mountain bikers. Since the 1990's, the Augusta community has hosted numerous major cycling events, including the 2010 IMBA World Summit, Tour de Georgia, the ESi Ironman 70.3 Augusta, and the upcoming USA Cycling National Road Championships.

The Wheel Movement advocacy committee was developed at the recommendation of Augusta City Administrator and cycling advocate Fred Russell to work with similar organizations around the state to promote safe cycling.  Members of Wheel Movement plan to use their grant award to produce safe riding clinics, develop a safe road initiative media campaign, host law enforcement education seminars, and set up bicycle safety classes for kids.

Bike Alpharetta organized in the winter of 2010 for the safety and fun of all bicycle riders in the community of Alpharetta, Georgia. The volunteer leaders of this newly formed advocacy group will focus on education, recreation and social activities for cyclists of all ages and abilities and to provide positive community support through work with civic leaders and planners.  

Bike Alpharetta will utilize its Seed Grant to accomplish start-up needs for incorporation and a web site.  In spring 2011, Bike Alpharetta plans to file formal incorporation documents as a not-for-profit entity, while setting up a new organization website featuring a secure online membership payment system.

BikeDecatur promotes cycling and advocates in support of improved conditions for bicycling in Decatur, Georgia. This grant helps them launch a three-part plan to endorse local cycling needs through promotional materials, newsletters and websites, and public events.  

Several cycling project opportunities are in planning stages for BikeDecatur to partner with the city government and business alliance to develop a promotional campaign to increase bicycle parking in the city, including a proposed covered bicycle parking facility downtown, and a mobile bicycle repair and education station at regularly scheduled farmers’ markets and city events.

A portion of the grant will be used to post “safe cycling” tips for both transportation cyclists and families in the monthly city newsletter, along with a link to web resources and upcoming organizational events.  Volunteers are working on a “BikeDecatur” logo and developing a family-friendly bicycle safety message for use on promotional materials for distribution at bike events.  

The Oconee County Cycling Organization, or OCCO, works to promote safe bicycling, assist in improving bicycling infrastructure, and facilitate the growth of all types of bicycling in Oconee County, Georgia.  This cycling organization promotes a spring Family Cycling Event with local bike shops to assist parents with helmet fitting, simple bike repairs, and a riding skills clinic for children.

OCCO plans to assist in an upcoming road cycling event to showcase Oconee County's roads in the inaugural Tour d'Oconee. And if Oconee County government officials will approve their proposal, OCCO will target their seed grant for infrastructure projects like the funding of Share the Road signs.  
Bike Cherokee promotes increased ridership and safer cycling conditions in Cherokee County, Georgia.  Bike Cherokee members have plans for expanding local bicycle safety awareness by sponsoring safe cycling education events like a Spring Cycling Safety Rodeo and partnering with local law enforcement to offer bicycle safety evaluations and basic bicycle tune-ups.

Bike Cherokee plans to focus on recruitment and education at upcoming community events and to work with civic leaders and planners for the adoption of local safe bicycle and pedestrian plans.

For more information about ‘Georgia Bikes!’ and other bicycle safety advocate groups near you, contact Brent Buice at 706-372-9529 or online at  info@georgiabikes.org . For details about bicycle and pedestrian safety and other driving safety programs in your community visit the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety website at www.gahighwaysafety.org .  Buckle-Up. Slow Down. Drive Sober.
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