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MEMORIAL DAY KICK-OFF NEWS CONFERENCE
WHAT:
Click It or Ticket! NEWS CONFERENCE announcing high-profile statewide Safety Belt & Child Passenger Safety Seat Enforcement 
WHEN:
Thursday, May 26, 2011, News Conference at 5:30PM

WHERE:        First Tennessee Pavillion                  



1826 Carter Street, Chattanooga, TN 37408

“NEW CHILD SAFETY SEAT LAW TO HELP KICKOFF SUMMER TRAVEL”

The heavily-traveled Memorial Day weekend will come with a new reminder for Georgia motorists this year. That’s because the recently passed Senate Bill 88 (SB88) now requires children to be properly restrained in a child passenger safety restraint device until they are 8 years of age. Police officers statewide will be using this year’s May Click It or Ticket campaign to advise motorists traveling with young children of the new law. After all, car crashes are still the Number One cause of death for children in Georgia and nationwide! 
NEWS CONFERENCE SCHEDULED

Officers from the Mountain Area Traffic Enforcement Network (MATEN II), which includes Whitfield, Catoosa, Dade, Walker, Murray, Gordon, Bartow, Floyd, Polk, and Chattooga counties, and troopers from the Georgia State Patrol will join the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety to conduct a combined occupant protection and Tennessee Hands Across the Border news conference in Chattanooga.
PHOTO-OP 
News Media Invited: Reporters & photographers can ride-along with law enforcement or ask for one-on-one interviews with highway safety officials and partners in attendance.  
ENFORCEMENT WAVE 

Georgia law enforcement agencies will engage in a major wave of high-visibility safety belt checkpoints and concentrated patrol activity beginning Monday, May 23rd and continuing through Sunday, June 5th, 2011.  Under Georgia’s Primary Safety Belt Law, enforcement officers are authorized to ticket violators by simply observing an unbelted driver or passenger. 
BUCKLE –UP! EVERY TRIP, EVERY SEAT, EVERY TIME!

When lap and shoulder belts are used properly, the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passengers is reduced by 45-percent and the risk of moderate to serious injury is reduced by 50-percent!  We also know that more than 454 unrestrained Georgia motorists died here in 2009 because they didn’t click-it.  However, we also know that 487 lives were saved at the current seatbelt usage rate. “We participate in Click It or Ticket every year because the message never changes,” said MATEN II Coordinator Lieutenant Gary McConathy of the Ft. Oglethorpe Police Department. “Buckling up is not an option in Georgia, whether you’re an adult or child, in a pickup truck or regular passenger car. Risking your life is just not worth it.” For more information on our lifesaving highway safety initiatives, visit www.gahighwaysafety.org Day and Night.
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For more information:
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Office (404) 463-0611


Cell (404) 309-7591
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