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Grants to Develop “Innovative” Highway Safety Programs to Save Lives in Georgia

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for 15 to 20 year-olds. In Georgia, Young Drivers, between 15 and 20 years old, accounted for 8.5 percent (563,202) of all Georgia drivers.  In 2008, 12.8 percent (67,712) of all drivers involved in Georgia crashes (530,087), 9.5 percent (97) of all drivers killed in crashes (1,023), and 17.0 percent (3,749) of drivers injured (22,072) were young drivers age 15 to 20 years old.
In 2008, drivers aged 15-20 accounted for 12 percent (5,864) of all impaired1 driver crashes within the US. In Georgia, 24 percent (23) of the young drivers (15 to 20 years old) who were killed in crashes had a BAC of .01 g/dL or higher. The number of young drivers involved in fatal crashes and who have been drinking (BAC = .01+) increased by 35.3 percent (6 count increase) between 2005 and 2008. 

University of Georgia Observational Studies shows that Georgia has a 89.6 percent restraint use for all vehicles in 2008. In this same year, 46 percent (470) of the all Georgia driver fatalities (1,023) were unrestrained, improperly restrained, or un-helmeted; 51 percent (49) of all young drivers age 15 to 20 fatally injured (97) were unrestrained. 

Motor vehicle crashes exact an enormous cost in lives lost or permanently altered.  The estimated economic cost of motor vehicle crash fatalities in Georgia in 2004 was more than $7.9 billion.  The daily cost to the state is over $20.6-million. As Georgia moves forward, facing more growth, more traffic, more drivers, new challenges, and increased exposure and risk, motor vehicle crashes will continue to threaten the safety of our citizens.  It is because of these challenges, that GOHS and the entire traffic safety community needs dedicated partners to combat traffic safety problems.

The Mission of the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) is:  To educate the public on highway safety issues and facilitate the implementation of programs that reduce crashes, injuries and fatalities on Georgia roadways.

Program Guidelines

Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety has been granted limited federal funds from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to promote the development and implementation of innovative programs to address highway safety problems.  Only programs with a high funding priority will be considered for funding in GOHS proposal process this year.  Proposed programs must address one or more of the following issues:

Underage Drinking Prevention Programs 

· Public awareness, education and information programs targeted to underage drivers in regards to drinking age laws, zero tolerance laws and respective penalties. 

1. Populations ages of 15-17 

2. Populations ages of 18-20

(
A program to educate alcoholic beverage retailers and servers about both on- and off-premise consumption and the civil, administrative and/or criminal penalties.

· An overall enforcement program directed at the sale and purchase of alcoholic beverages involving persons under the age of 21 that can be implemented locally throughout the state.

· A peer prevention program for underage drinking that involves persons under the age of 21.

Young Adult Drinking and Driving Program

· A program designed to reduce the incidence of alcohol-impaired driving by persons between the ages of 21 and 34, which must involve at least one of the following components:  1) participation of employers, 2) participation of colleges and universities, or 3) participation of hospitality industry.  

· Programs designed to increase safety belt usage among teen drivers and passengers, awareness of the Teenage and Adult Drivers’ Responsibility Act laws, and safe and defensive driving techniques will be considered.


Programs that involve partnerships with law enforcement are preferred


Programs that target the highest risk population (men) are suggested.

Program Parameters
For detailed information in completing the referenced program guidelines, applicants must complete each section required in eGOHS Application Menu section.  All proposals must provide the following information:

1. Problem Identification: The problem statement must clearly define the problem(s) you plan to address.  The statement must provide a concise description of the problem(s), where it is occurring, the population affected, how and when the problem is occurring, etc.   Include consecutive years of the most recent data to establish the conditions and the extent of the problem(s).  (Charts, graphs, and percentages are effective ways of displaying the required data).
2. Program Assessment:  Through this assessment you must identify the resources that the community/jurisdictions is currently using to address the problem(s) identified under the problem identification section mentioned above.  Review and note activities and results of past and current efforts, indicating what did or did not work.  Assess resources to determine what is needed to more effectively address the problem(s).  Identify local laws, policies, safety advocate groups and organizations that may supports/inhibit the success of the project. (Renewal grantees must explain in details the impact of their project in FY07.
3. Project Objectives, Activities and Evaluation:  The objective must indicate exactly what you plan to do to impact the problem(s) identified in the Problem Identification section mentioned above.   The activities must clearly identify the steps needed to accomplish each objective.  A comprehensive evaluation plan must be developed to explain how you will measure the outcome of each proposed activity listed in this section. (See Sample Objectives, Activities and Evaluation – Attachment B)
4. Media Plan:  Describe the plan for announcing the award of this grant to your community.  Identify the media outlets available to your project.  Discuss how you plan to keep the public informed of grant activities throughout the entire project period.
5. Resource Requirements:  Statement must list the resources needed in order to accomplish the objectives listed above.  Requirements may include but not be limited to personnel, equipment, supplies, training needs and public information/educational materials.  A brief description of how and by whom the resources will be used is also required.
6. Self Sufficiency:  This statement must reflect a plan of action that explains how the activities of the project will be continued after federal funds are no longer available to implement this project.  The self-sufficiency plan must identify potential sources of non-federal funds.

7. Milestone Chart: This chart must provide a summary of the projected activities to be accomplished on a monthly basis.  This section must reflect the activities described in the Project Objectives, Activities and Evaluation Section mention above.

8. Budget:  Each budget item(s) must be allowable, reflects a reasonable cost and be necessary to carry out the objectives and activities of the project. 

a. Personnel Services (Salaries and Fringes)

b. Regular Operating Expenses

c. Travel of Employees

d. Contractual Services

e. Computer Charges and Computer Equipment

f. Telecommunications

Note: See Attachment C for Allowable and Non Allowable Expenses.

9. Grant Terms and Conditions:  Applicants are required to meet all applicable federal and state laws and requirements. 

10. Certifications and Signatures:  Applicants must agree to abide by the Grant Terms and Conditions within this section.  Certifications must be signed in “blue ink” with original and 4 copies mailed to GOHS.

Eligibility Criteria

1. Potential grantees/partners include, but is not limited to:  local law enforcement agencies, county health departments, high schools, colleges and universities, citizen groups, civic organizations, churches and faith-based communities, county councils, mayors, EMS, fire department, county agencies, not-for-profit organizations (i.e. Safe Kids of Georgia, MADD, etc. and others.

2. GOHS Grant awards to any SADD chapter will be $2000. Grants for colleges and universities are based on student population size and average between $5,000 and $10,000. 
3. Part time positions will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis for College and University grants ONLY. (Job descriptions must be attached for each personnel position required.)
4. Grantee(s) must demonstrate its willingness and ability to accept and implement the planned programs by showing staffing, equipment, office space and other resources that will be dedicated to this effort.

5. Grantee(s) must report in the grant application whether or not its organization collects and is willing to disseminate critical data necessary to demonstrate the effectiveness of a before and after project impact.  Programs planned, implemented and evaluated must be “specific” and focused on the issues of saving lives and reducing injuries.  Evaluation tools must measure outcomes and the grantees MUST be able to show that numbers were decreased or increased as applicable in all emphasis areas at the end of the grant. All exceptions must be documented and explained.  Grantees will be required to collect and report GOHS required data on highway safety programs that are supported by this grant to demonstrate the required change.

6. Programs planned should be necessary programs that will reach the goals stated.  Programs that are “nice,” or “feel good,” or evaluated by anecdotal comments should not be proposed.  All evaluations plans must be approved by GOHS.

7. The cost for developing the proposal is the sole responsibility of the potential grantee.  GOHS will not provide reimbursement for such costs.

10.
Applications submitted must include letters of support/references from at least two of the following: local law enforcement, school systems, local safety advocate organizations and/or medical organizations.
11. GOHS will reimburse selected grantees based on monthly approved project activities and expenditures.

12. GOHS reserves the right to reject any and all proposals submitted in response to this request.

13. Selected grantee(s) must be willing to submit monthly activity reports concurrent with a monthly claim for reimbursement report utilizing eGOHS by the 20th of the following month.  The claim for reimbursement report must be submitted and approved in order to be reimbursed for activities/services rendered.

14. Non-profit organizations must be willing to adhere by GOHS requirements for Non-Profit Organizations (See Attachment A).

15. Applications must receive a rating of 70% or above to be considered for funding.  Applicants receiving a rating of 69% and below will not be funded by GOHS.  

Grant Application
GOHS Grant Application may be obtained by logging on directly to the website: www.egohs.org.

Grant Period

The grant period will be from October 1, 2011 to September 30, 2012 in most cases.
Grant Application Instructions Links

PowerPoint Presentation for the Application Process: 

http://www.gahighwaysafety.org/docs/2010yaegohs.ppt 

Vendor ACH Payment Conversion

In accordance with the State of Georgia Executive Order (Vendor ACH Payment Conversion), GOHS is requesting vendor payment information in order to reimburse grantees electronically for expenses through Automated Clearing House (ACH) payment.  To process your reimbursement of expenditures electronically, GOHS is asking you to complete the entire attached Vendor Maintenance Form and mail to GOHS along with your signed Certification Forms referenced below.  For additional information regarding the ACH please contact Ms. LaConnia Jones, GOHS Accounting Manager at ljones@gohs.ga.gov or 404-656-3567. 

Application Proposal Submission
	Grant Application must be submitted via eGOHS by  

Close of Business Friday, April 29th, 2011 (5:00 p.m.)


· ALL grant applications must be submitted through GOHS online Electronic Grants for the Office of Highway Safety (eGOHS) System.  

· The link to be website is: www.egohs.org. 

· FIVE (5) certification pages: (1) with original signatures and four (4) copies must be forwarded to the following address: The original signatures on the Certification Page must be in blue ink.  Stamped signatures will not be accepted.
	Mail Certification Pages to:
	Address Questions to:

	Governor's Office of Highway Safety 

ATTN: Tesa Jackson 

34 Peachtree St. NW, Suite 800 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
	Governor’s Office of Highway Safety

ATTN:  Kelly Cutts
34 Peachtree St. NW, Suite 800

Atlanta, GA 30303

404-656-6996

kcutts@gohs.ga.gov

	
	


	NOTE:  eGOHS will not allow an application to be “Created/Started” on the GOHS Due Date (04/29/2011) of Application Submission.


Grant Selection Types
· YA = Young Adult 

· Funds available only for State Universities/Colleges/Technical Schools

	
	


GOHS REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

(Attachment A)

Title 50. Chapter 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.  Relations with Non-profit Contractors requires State agencies entering into agreements with non-profit organizations to provide the following financial and compliance information:

1. Identification of any state funds included as part of the contract.  Such identification should include the contract number.

2. Identification of any federal pass-through assistance included as part of the contract.  Such identification should include the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance number.

3. Identification of requirements imposed by federal laws, regulations, and the provisions of contracts as well as any state or supplementary requirements imposed by state law or the contributing state organization.

In accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 50-20-3, non-profit organizations applying to contract for funds from the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) must submit the following financial information to GOHS prior to entering into any financial agreement:

1. Listing of the source or sources of all public funds received by the non-profit contractor and the program for which funds were received.

2. A copy of the non-profit IRS status form 501 (c) (3).

3. A copy of the Secretary of State certification of Georgia non-profit status.

4. In cases where the non-profit contractor has been in existence for less than a full year, the financial statements must cover the non-profit contractor’s operations year to date for the current year.

5. A non-profit organization, which has expended $100,000 or more during its fiscal year in State Funds, must provide for and cause to be made annually an audit of the financial affairs and transactions of all of the non-profit organization’s funds and activities.  The audit shall be performed in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards.

6. A non-profit organization, which has expended less than $100,000 during its fiscal year in State Funds, shall forward to the state auditor and each contracting state organization a copy of the nonprofit organization’s financial statements.  If the financial statements are reported upon by a public accountant, the accountant’s report must accompany the financial statements.  If not, the annual financial statements must be accompanied by the statement of the president or person responsible for the nonprofit organization’s financial statements:

A. Stating the president’s or other person’s belief as to whether the statements were prepared on the basis of generally accepted accounting principles and, if not, describing the basis of preparation.

B. Describing any respects in which the statements were not prepared on a basis consistent with statements prepared for the preceding year.

7. A non-profit organization which receives funds from a state organization and which meets the federal audit requirements of the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 shall submit audit reports and reporting packages in accordance with (Federal) Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133.

8. Reporting packages or financial statements shall be forwarded to the state auditor and each contracting state organization within 180 days after the close of the nonprofit organization’s fiscal year.  The state auditor, for good cause, may waive the requirement for completion of an audit within 180 days.  Such waiver shall be for an additional period of not more than 90 days, and no such waiver shall be granted for more than two successive years to the same nonprofit organization.  The state auditor may prescribe an electronic format for financial statement and audit package submission purposes.

9. Non-profit organizations, which receive funds from state organizations, shall refrain from political activities including endorsement of any political candidate or party, use of machinery, equipment, postage, or personnel on behalf of any candidate or any question or public policy subject to public referendum.

10. Non-profit organizations must provide a letter of support from a local government official stating this program is needed.

SAMPLES OBJECTIVES, ACTIVITIES AND EVALUATIONS

(Attachment B)

Examples of Objective: Educational Programs

Important: If your grant has multiple educational programs, use this objective multiple times, one for each type of educational program.  

Objective: 
A. Provide educational programming on _________________ [insert type of program] to ______ [number of participants] ________ [description of participants] in [location].

Example 1:  Provide educational programming on the importance of wearing seatbelts to 1200 students in local high schools in Truckstop, Georgia by end of grant year. 

Example 2:  Provide educational programming on the importance of wearing seatbelts to 120 Latino participants at community events in Truckstop, Georgia by end of grant year.
activities:
Important: if the educational program and supporting materials are already available, skip directly to activity “c”.

A. Develop an education curriculum/program by _____ [date] [reported on milestone chart].

Example 1:  Develop an educational program appropriate to high school students on the importance of wearing seatbelts by the end of October, 2011.
Example 2:  Develop an educational program in Spanish on the importance of wearing seatbelts by the end of October, 2011.

B. Prepare educational materials appropriate for _____ [description of participants] by ______ [date] [reported on milestone chart].

Example 1:  Prepare educational materials stressing the importance of wearing seatbelts that are appropriate to high school students by the end of November, 2011.
Example 2:  Prepare educational materials in Spanish stressing the importance of wearing seatbelts by the end of November, 2011.

C. During the grant period, deliver educational curriculum/program to ____ [number of classes or presentations] per month in [location].

Example 1:  During the grant period, deliver the educational program on the importance of wearing seatbelts to 4 classes of high school students in Truckstop, Georgia per month.
Example 2:  During the grant period, deliver the educational program tailored for Latino populations at 5 community events per month in Truckstop, Georgia.

evaluation
A. Determine whether the appropriate number and type of students received the educational program during the grant period.  

Example 1:  Determine whether 1200 students in local high schools in Truckstop, Georgia received educational programming on the importance of wearing seatbelts during the grant period.


-keep a calendar of events conducted


-count attendees (use a sign-in sheet, observation, or use attendance sheet)

Example 2:  Determine whether 120 Latino participants at community events in Truckstop, Georgia received educational programming on the importance of wearing seatbelts.


-keep a calendar of events conducted


-count attendees (use a sign-in sheet, observation, or use attendance sheet)

ALLOWABLE AND UNALLOWABLE COSTS
(Attachment C)

ALLOWABLE COSTS

Payment for costs incurred shall be on a reimbursable basis.  An advance of funding is not allowable for Highway Safety activities.  Cost incurred means the grant must have established a liability for payment.  


Items must meet all of the following criteria to be an admissible cost for reimbursement of an approved highway safety grant:

All items must:
· be an item or service approved in the grant.

· represent an actual expenditure and be chargeable to the grant.

· be incurred on or after the authorized effective date of the grant and on or before the  ending date of the grant period. 

· be necessary for proper and efficient administration of the project and be allocated to the activities in the grant

· be reasonable when compared to unit value.

· be reduced by all applicable credits.

· be in the pro-rata share of the approved project (when allowable costs are to be allocated or pro-rated to a project, an allocation or pro-ration worksheet must be prepared and retained by the agency for audit).

· be permissible under federal, state and local laws, regulations and practices.

· not result in a profit or other increment to the grantee, unless the profit is used to advance the project within the grant limits. 

· not be allocated to, or included, as a cost of any other federally financed program.

· be reasonable, necessary, and allocable in order to be reimbursed.

UNALLOWABLE COSTS

Due to Federal Funding Guidelines, the following expenses will not be allowable under the terms of your young adult program grant: 

· Entertainment costs-including amusement and social activities and any cost related to such cost (such as tickets to shows or sporting events, meals, lodging, rentals, transportation, and gratuities). 
· Food at regular meetings and social events, i.e. pizza parties, cookouts, etc. Cost of meals is allowable ONLY in a formal setting where highway safety information is disseminated and is limited to $100 at a maximum of twice per year.  In such an instance, a list of participants, a copy of the agenda, and photos of the event are needed when requesting reimbursement. 
· Cost for construction, rehabilitation, or remodeling for any buildings or structures or for purchase of office furnishings and fixtures. Examples include: desks, chairs, bookcase, filing cabinets, storage, etc. 
· Employee's salary while pursuing training nor to pay the salary of the employee's replacement, except where the employee's salary is supported with federal funds under an approved GOHS project.
· Candy is NOT allowable, however, if utilized for a specific event and distributed with a highway safety message it may be considered a reimbursable incentive item. (Seek GOHS planner approval prior to purchase). 
Costs are all allowable to support a specific highway safety project with promotional activities, which offer incentives or encourage the general public to adopt highway safety practices.  Documentation must be available to show that such activities do not violate state law.  
· Promotional items and activities MUST directly relate to project objectives.  Printed promotional items purchased with GOHS grant funds should have “in partnership with GOHS” or the GOHS logo on them, and a proof or sample should be submitted for review and approval by GOHS prior to the expense being incurred. 
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