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“OVER THE LIMIT” MEANS “UNDER ARREST” IN GEORGIA

(Peach County, Georgia) The Middle Georgia Traffic Enforcement Network (MGTEN) is kicking-off the national Labor Day DUI enforcement campaign with a Peach County news conference featuring speakers from the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) and Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD).

WHEN:
6:00PM FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2009
WHERE:
Peach County Fire Station in Powersville (just north of the intersection of Hwy 49 and the GA 247 Connector between Byron and Fort Valley)
 

WHAT:
NEWS CONFERENCE to launch Labor Day OZT Crackdown 
                             DUI ENFORCEMENT ROADCHECK FOLLOWS
WHY:
Because impaired drivers cause one-out-of-five crashes in Georgia.
DIRECTIONS TO NEWS CONFERENCE
From the south: Take exit 146 off I-75 and turn left. Travel to intersection of Hwy 49, turn right. Fire Department will be immediately on your left.  From the north: Take exit 149 off I-75 and turn right. Travel approx 4.5 miles south on Hwy 49.  Fire Department will be on your right. 

LABOR DAY OZT ENFORCEMENT WAVE FOLLOWS 

For many Georgians the Labor Day holiday means a party weekend where the drinking doesn’t stop when it’s time to drive home.  So from Friday, August 21, through Monday, September 7, 2009 police across the state will launch waves of Operation Zero Tolerance DUI enforcement patrols and sobriety checkpoints to catch deadly drunk drivers during these summer travel holidays.  The MGTEN Network represents Traffic Enforcement Officers from Peach, Macon, Houston, Dooly, Pulaski, Crisp, Wilcox, Twiggs, Bibb and Turner counties in the middle Georgia area.  
BLUE LIGHTS & BAT-TRAILERS AT DUI-ROADCHECKS

News Media Invited:  One-on-one interviews available with local law enforcement, state highway safety officials, and MADD after the news conference.  Speakers include Peach County Sheriff Terry Deese, Centerville PD Chief Anthony Cooper, Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Director Bob Dallas, and MADD Senior Program Specialist Precious Johnson. Photo-Ops at sobriety roadchecks. Reporters & photographers may request ride-alongs with law enforcement.    
  DRIVE IMPAIRED, GO TO JAIL!

OPERATION ZERO TOLERANCE (OZT) is a statewide enforcement initiative to raise driver awareness to the deadly consequences of drunk driving and a warning for Georgians to Slow Down, Buckle Up and Drive Sober.  Forty Americans die every day in drunk-driving crashes. Here in Georgia, alcohol is involved in 1-out-of-3 crashes. Remember, safety belts are still your best protection against an encounter with a drunk driver.  Plan to party? Plan for a designated driver!
OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.

 Drunk drivers never receive just a warning or citation here. In Georgia, if you’re Over the Limit, you’re Under Arrest.  Even first time violators go to jail. No excuses or exceptions.  For more information about Operation Zero Tolerance visit us at www.gahighwaysafety.org .
For more information:


Capt. Roger Hayes


Centerville PD MGTEN Coord


(478)926-1708
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Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Public Information Unit

Public Affairs Director, Jim Shuler – 404-656-6996 – jshuler@gohs.ga.gov
34 Peachtree Street—Suite 800—One Park Tower—Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Visit us on the web at www.georgiahighwaysafety.org
Sonny Perdue, Governor                      

 Robert F. Dallas, Director

