	2009 Georgia Motor Vehicle Fatality Report
	2009



GA-2010-163-00409







May 12, 2010
2009 Georgia Motor Vehicle Fatality Report
Preliminary Report Draft

Submitted by:

Carol P. Cotton, Ph. D., Project Director, Co-Principal Investigator

Christina Proctor, B.S.H.P., Research Assistant

James Barlament, M.A., Research Professional III

Laurel Loftin, B.S.F.C.S., Research Professional I

Stuart Fors, Ed.D., Co-Principal Investigator

Dept. of Health Promotion and Behavior

College of Public Health

University of Georgia

Athens, Georgia

	


Table of Contents
Overview………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………3
 Times of Occurrence…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….5

Time………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………..…..5

Month…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….5

Day of Week……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………6
Place of Occurrence………………………………………………………………………………………………………………6

County……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……..….6

Type of Road…………………………………………………………………………………….………………………….7
Demographics……………………………………………………………………………………………………….………..…..8
Causes of Fatalities……………………………………………….……………………………………………….……..……..9

Safety Restraints………………………………………………………………………………………….………..…….9

Contributing Factors…………………………………………………………………………………….…………….10

Most harmful Events…………………………………………………………………………………….……….…..10
Trends…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….……..11
Pedestrian Fatalities…………………………………………………………….……………………………………..…….11
Motorcycle Fatalities……………………………………………………………………………………………….…….….13
Rural Counties………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…16
Conclusions……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….16
Works Cited………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……18
Overview:
One thousand two hundred eighty-four (1,284) motor vehicle fatalities occurred in the state of Georgia during 2009 (Figure 1). Since 2005, Georgia Motor vehicle fatalities declined each year, and fewer fatalities occurred in 2009 than any other year in the decade (Table 1). Georgia’s fatality trends are similar to those occurring at national level. There were 33,963 fatalities nationally in 2009 which is a dramatic decrease from previous years. Evidence does not support that recent drops are entirely due to decreased driving as a result of higher gas prices. Vehicle miles traveled dropped in 2008 and 2009, but fatalities dropped at a higher rate in those years. Decreases in fatalities can be correlated with a decline in total crashes, as well as safer roads, traffic safety programs, driving laws, increased enforcement, and safer vehicles; however, new traffic fatality trends are emerging in Georgia. More fatalities are occurring in rural counties, on state and county roads, and pedestrian and motorcycle deaths are still relatively high.
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Figure 1: Fatalities in Georgia
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Figure 21: Fatalities by County and Road Type
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	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	1,549
	1,656
	1,531
	1,610
	1,641
	1,745
	1,703
	1,648
	1,508
	1,284


Georgia’s fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT) was 1.38 in 2008. The projected VMT rate for 2009 is 1.2, which would represent a 13% drop from 2008 and the lowest VMT rate in the past ten years (Figure 2). Similar trends have occurred in VMT rates at the national level. Georgia’s VMT rates have been higher compared to national VMT rates since 2005 (Figure 3). The projected 2009 VMT rate for the United States is 1.16, which is lower than the projected VMT rate for Georgia.
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Figure 2: Georgia Fatalitiy Rate per 100 Million VMT
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Times of Occurrence
Time: 
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There were 153 fatalities that occurred between 3:00 and 5:00 P.M. Studies show that there are more crashes and fatalities during this time because of increased school and work traffic (Sullivan, 1999). Traffic fatalities also peaked between the hours of 7:00 and 9:00 P.M. with total of 150 motor vehicle fatalities during this time, which accounted for 11.7% of fatalities in 2009 (Figure 4). Fatalities during these hours are correlated with low visibility, speeding, and drunk driving. According to the National Highway and Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the instances of drunk driving, speeding, and driving without a safety belt all significantly increase during the night hours and each contributes directly to increased fatality rates (Elliot, 2009). The fewest fatalities occurred early in the morning between 4:00 and 5:00 A.M. with 26 fatalities due to significantly less traffic.
Month: 


August was the deadliest month of the year on Georgia roads in 2009 with 129 fatalities, or 10.1% of total fatalities (Figure 5). Increases in fatalities during this month could be associated with vacation traffic, the start of the new school year, and increased risky behavior during the summer months. The month of April was another peak in fatalities with 127 deaths, or 9.9% of total fatalities. The April peak could be associated with weather change, increased pollen levels associated with decreased visibility, and increased traffic associated with the start of spring events (i.e. prom, sports practice, graduation). The fewest motor vehicle fatalities occurred in the month of December with 81 or 6.3% of total deaths. This low number in December may be associated with holiday breaks from school and work, which decreases traffic during the 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. hours. As this is a preliminary report, some data from December may yet be unreported.
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Day of Week: 
Most motor vehicle fatalities occur on Saturdays and Sundays. There were 237 motor vehicle fatalities on Saturdays and 208 fatalities on Sundays, which together account for 35% of the total fatalities that occurred in 2009. More motor vehicle fatalities occur on the weekends because there are greater numbers of people on the road and an increase in driving while under the influence (NHTSA, 2008). Mid-week days like Tuesday and Wednesday had the lowest number of fatalities in 2009. One hundred and sixty-five (165) fatalities occurred on Tuesdays and 143 occurred on Wednesdays, which together accounted for 24% of motor vehicle fatalities (Figure 6). According to NHTSA, these days average fewer drivers and deaths per day (NHTSA, 2008).
Place of Occurrence
County:


In 2009, there were 612 motor vehicle fatalities in 117 rural Georgia counties, accounting for 48% of all motor vehicle fatalities. Traffic fatalities have increased in rural counties since 2000 (GDOT, 2008). Rural counties have more state and county two-way roads, which have historically been the highest risk roads in Georgia (GDOT, 2008). These roads often have no safety barriers; therefore, there is no shoulder or clear zone with trees and posts close to the side. These roads also have frequent entering and exiting vehicle traffic and limited access control. The striping can be worn and difficult to see, increasing the risk for a crash when visibility may be an issue (GDOT, 2008).

Twenty-two percent (22%) of fatalities occurred in the five (5) metropolitan counties surrounding Atlanta. Two hundred seventy-nine (279) deaths occurred in Clayton, Cobb, Dekalb, Fulton, and Gwinnett counties. Outside of Atlanta, the other 22 metropolitan statistical area counties accounted for 19% (242) of motor vehicle fatalities. Suburban Atlanta counties had the fewest motor vehicle fatalities in 2009 with 11% of motor vehicle fatalities (Figure 7). 
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*Pre-2003 census definition was used. Five Atlanta Metropolitan Counties: Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, Gwinnett; Atlanta Suburban Counties: Barrow, Bartow, Carroll, Cherokee, Coweta, Douglas, Fayette, Forsyth, Henry, Newton, Paulding, Pickens, Rockdale, Spalding, Walton; Other Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) Counties: Bibb, Bryan, Catoosa, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Clarke, Columbia, Dade, Dougherty, Effingham, Harris, Houston, Jones, Lee, Madison, McDuffie, Muscogee, Oconee, Peach, Richmond, Twiggs, Walker; Rural Counties: All other counties.
Type of Road:
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Most motor vehicle fatalities were on non-interstate roads in 2009, accounting for 85% of fatalities in Georgia. State roads had the highest number of fatalities in 2009; there has been a steady increase in the number of fatalities occurring on state roads since 2002 (GDOT, 2008). There were a total of 505 motor vehicle fatalities on Georgia state roads, which accounted for 40% of total fatalities. Deaths occurred at a high frequency on county roads, which accounted for 358 motor vehicle fatalities or 28% of total deaths. There were 152 fatalities on city streets in 2009, which is a 10% decline from 2006 (GDOT, 2008).  Non-interstate roads are often not as well engineered as interstates. They also have entering and exiting traffic which greatly increases the risk of fatal crashes (GDOT, 2008).  Only 15% of motor vehicle fatalities occurred on Interstate roads (Figure 8). There has been a steady decrease in the number of fatalities occurring on interstate roads since 2006 (GDOT, 2008). 
Demographics
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Figure 16: Motorcycle Fatalities by Age
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Age:


In 2009, 226 motor vehicle fatalities in Georgia occurred among person aged 25-24, which is historically the age group with the highest fatality frequency. In 2008, this age group accounted for 6,379 fatalities nationally, more than any other age group (NHTSA, 2008). People in this age range are more likely to spend time in their vehicle, and to engage in risky behaviors, such as drinking and driving, speeding, and aggressive driving. People aged 45-54 years olds had the second largest number of motor vehicle fatalities in Georgia. This also corresponds with national motor vehicle fatality numbers. There were a total of 196 motor vehicle fatalities in those 45-54 years old (Figure 9). 
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Figure 15: Pedestrian Fatalities by
Type of County
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Sex:

Sixty-nine percent (69%) of people killed in Georgia motor vehicle incidents were male (Table 2). Research has shown that males drive more miles than females; they also are more aggressive drivers and are more likely to speed and engage in drinking and driving. Males also express a lower motivation to comply with traffic laws and perceive traffic violations as less dangerous than females, so they are more likely to be involved in a fatal car crash (Oltedal & Rondmo, 2006). Pedestrian and motorcycle victims were also more likely to be males. Sixty-eight percent (68%) of pedestrians killed in Georgia were males (Figure 10), and 88% of motorcycle fatalities were male (Table 2). 
	
	Table 2: Motorcycle Fatalities by Sex

	Male
	67

	Female
	9

	Unknown
	24


Men were three (3) times more likely than women to be unrestrained in a fatal crash. Out of the 559 vehicle occupants not wearing safety restraints, 288 of them were males and only 96 were females. In fatal crashes with safety restraint use, males and females had equal usage rates.

Occupant Type:
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Most motor vehicle fatalities occurred among drivers of vehicles. Drivers accounted for 76% of motor vehicle fatalities in Georgia. This number is slightly above national numbers. Nationally in 2008, 64% of people involved in motor vehicle fatalities were drivers. People are more likely to travel in their car alone, so drivers have more exposure time, and therefore the highest number of fatalities (NHTSA, 2008). About 12% of motor vehicle fatalities occurred in passengers, which is lower than national numbers. In 2008, 27% of people in the United States who were killed in motor vehicles were passengers.  Twelve percent (12%) of motor vehicle fatalities occurred in pedestrians, which is higher than national numbers (Figure 11). 
Causes of Fatalities
Safety Restraints:
	Table 3: 

Safety Restraint Use
	Fatalities

	Yes
	301

	No
	559

	Unknown
	226



A little more than half of those involved in motor vehicle fatalities were not wearing safety restraints. The safety belt usage data is obtained from crash reports, which is data that is self-reported by law enforcement by observation at the crash scene. From 2000 to 2006, Georgia fatally injured occupants had a safety belt usage of 40%, so there has been little change in the usage of safety belts in fatal crashes over the last 10 years (GDOT, 2008). Only 23.4% of people wearing safety belts in Georgia were killed in motor vehicle incidents in 2009 (Table 3); therefore, buckling up saves a majority of vehicle occupants involved in fatal crashes. Of those who survived fatal crashes nationally in 2008, 72.2% were wearing safety belts at the time of the crash, while only 19.0% of survivors of fatal crashes were unrestrained (NHTSA, 2008). According to the Georgia Department of Transportation, fatally injured occupants have historically had the lowest safety belt usage rates. People with minor injuries like scrapes and bruises have the highest safety belt usage rates (GDOT, 2008). 
Contributing Factors:
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About half (50%) of the fatal crashes that occurred in Georgia were attributed to the driver losing control. There were 596 (46.3%) fatal crashes caused by the driver losing control. This could be a result of weather conditions, distracted driving, speeding, and driving under the influence. Other major contributing factors to fatal incidents included failure to yield (14.3%) and disregard for stop signs/signals (2.8%). These two contributing factors together caused 219 fatalities in 2009. The remaining fatalities (37%) were caused by various contributing factors including: improper lane changes, improper turn, vehicle failure, following to close, driving on the wrong side of the road, and improper passing (Figure 12).
Most Harmful Events:

In 2009, 411 (32.2%) of fatal crashes in Georgia were caused by collision with another moving vehicle. Other major harmful events included motor vehicle collisions with a tree (12.7%) or vehicles overturning during an incident (11.8%). Collisions with trees and overturns were common on rural roads in Georgia. Rural roads are often more dangerous and do not include barriers to prevent collision with trees and prevent overturns (GDOT, 2008). Other common harmful events include collisions with guardrails, median barriers, utility poles, other types of post, ditches, curbs, and pedestrians (Table 4).
	Table 4: Motor Vehicle Fatalities by Harmful Event
	Fatalities
	Percent

	Overturn
	152
	11.8

	Parked Motor Vehicle
	8
	.6

	Motor Vehicle in Motion
	414
	32.2

	Other Object (not fixed)
	2
	.2

	Deer
	1
	.1

	Bridge Pier/Abutment
	3
	.2

	Bridge Rail
	1
	.1

	Guardrail Face
	38
	3.0

	Fire/Explosion
	1
	.1

	Median Barrier
	22
	1.7

	Highway Traffic Sign Post
	5
	.4

	Luminaire/Light Support
	1
	.1

	Utility Pole
	21
	1.6

	Other Post
	5
	.4

	Culvert
	23
	1.8

	Curb
	8
	.6

	Ditch
	27
	2.1

	Embankment
	25
	2.0

	Fence
	13
	1.0

	Tree
	163
	12.7

	Mailbox
	7
	.5

	Sidewalk
	3
	.2

	Fire Hydrant
	1
	.1

	Wall
	4
	.3

	Tire Failure
	5
	.4

	Hydroplaned
	12
	.9

	Jack Knife
	2
	.2

	Gore
	1
	.1

	Building
	1
	.1

	Other Non-Collision
	2
	.2

	Pedestrian
	61
	4.8

	Pedacycle
	2
	.2

	Railway Train
	4
	.3

	Unknown
	243
	19.0

	Total
	1284
	 


Trends:

	Table 5: Year
	Fatalities
	Percentage of Motor Vehicle Fatalities

	2000
	139
	9.0%

	2001
	158
	9.5%

	2002
	166
	10.8%

	2003
	161
	10.0%

	2004
	156
	9.5%

	2005
	150
	8.6%

	2006
	157
	9.2%

	2007
	163
	9.9%

	2008
	150
	10.0%

	2009
	154
	12.1%


Pedestrian Fatalities


In 2009, there were a total of 154 pedestrian fatalities in Georgia, accounting for about 12.1% of total motor vehicle fatalities in the state, an increase over 2008 (Table 5). The percentage of pedestrian fatalities rose over 10% for the first time since 2002. Causes of pedestrian fatalities included deviation from designated crosswalks, crossing interstates or high speed roads, visibility problems at dusk and night hours, driver error, and walking with traffic (GDOT, 2008).
The highest number of fatal pedestrian crashes occurred on state routes, with 36% (56) of Georgia pedestrian fatalities on such roads in 2009 (Figure 13). The combination of infrequent crosswalks, no pedestrian walkways, and high speed may account for the high number of fatalities on state roads (GDOT, 2008). There were 44 (28.6%) pedestrian fatalities on Georgia county roads in 2009. City streets accounted for 15.6% of pedestrian fatalities. Very few neighborhoods in Georgia have sidewalks, which may be reflected in the high number of pedestrian crashes and fatalities on city streets (GDOT, 2008). 
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Pedestrian fatalities occurred mostly in people age 45-54 years old. This age range accounted for about 20% of total pedestrian fatalities. Fatalities were also high (16.9%) in those 25 to 34 years old (Figure 14). People in these age groups may walk or have more exposure time than other age groups, but it is difficult to determine the specific reason for the high numbers. There is no measure of pedestrian traffic or the number of people who walk or the number of miles they walk; therefore, it is hard to determine if low numbers equal safety or simply fewer people walking (GDOT, 2008). 
[image: image17.png]Figure 10: Pedestrian Fatalities
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A majority of pedestrian fatalities occurred in the Atlanta Area in 2009. There were a total of 63 pedestrian fatalities in the Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, and Gwinnett counties. DeKalb County had the most pedestrian fatalities with 21. The pedestrian fatality rate of DeKalb County in 2009 was 2.8 per 100,000 population. Other Metropolitan Statistical Areas had the second largest number of pedestrian fatalities (49). Bibb County, one of the MSA counties, had 9 pedestrian fatalities which is a large number in relation to population size. With a projected population of 155,450 in 2009, Bibb County’s pedestrian fatality rate was 5.8 per 100,000 population. Many of the MSA counties, like Bibb County, are going through interstate expansions. There are still few sidewalks in these MSA areas, so pedestrians are crossing interstates and state roads, which ultimately lead to more traffic related fatalities. There were 39 pedestrian fatalities in rural Georgia areas, with Baldwin, Whitfield, and Lowndes counties having high rates of pedestrian fatalities in relation to population size. Baldwin County had a pedestrian fatality rate of 6.4 per 100,000 population, Lowndes County had a rate of 4.2 per 100,000 population, and Whitfield County had a rate of 2.8 per 100,000 population. Poor lighting on roadways, lack of sidewalks, and high speeds on state routes and highways could explain the high pedestrian fatality rate in these rural counties (GDOT, 2008).  Only 12 pedestrian fatalities occurred in Georgia’s 15 Suburban Atlanta counties (Figure 15). Suburban Atlanta counties had low pedestrian fatality rates and only accounted for 7.8% of pedestrian fatalities in 2009.
Motorcycle Fatalities

	Table 6: Motorcycle Fatalities 2000-2009

	Year
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Motorcycle Fatalities
	61
	98
	85
	113
	113
	147
	157
	162
	167
	117

	% of  MV Fatalities
	3.9
	5.9
	5.6
	7.0
	6.9
	8.4
	9.2
	9.8
	11.1
	9.2



In 2009, there were 117 fatal motorcycle crashes in Georgia, which accounted for 9.2% of total motor vehicle fatalities. 2009 was the first year of a decrease in motorcycle fatalities since 2002 (Table 6). This decrease coincides with national motorcycle fatality trends. Motorcycle fatalities declined in 2009 by 10%. The Governor’s Highway Safety Association is projecting that motorcycle fatalities declined from 5,290 in 2008 to 4,792 or less in 2009. The declines come on the heels of 11 straight years of dramatic increases in motorcyclist deaths (GHSA, 2009). Decreases in motorcycle fatalities are related to reduced motorcycle travel due to the economic recession, fewer beginning motorcyclists, increased enforcement, and motorcycle safety programs (GHSA, 2009). Even though there was a decrease in motorcycle fatalities in 2009, they still accounted for a high percentage of total motor vehicle fatalities in Georgia. 
 Motorcyclists face a higher risk of death compared to other vehicle types in motor vehicle crashes. Motorcycles are affected by incompatible vehicle size factors and are smaller than almost any other type of vehicle on the road. According to the Georgia Department of Transportation, 72% of motorcyclists were either injured or killed compared with only 16% of the occupants of passenger cars (GDOT, 2008). Driver age, risky behaviors, and rural roads all contribute to high numbers of motorcycle fatalities in Georgia.
	Table 7: Motorcycle Fatalities

	Under 40
	48

	Over 39
	51

	Unknown
	18


Most motorcycle fatalities occurred in occupants age 35-44 (21.4%) (Table 7). Over the last decade, there has been a gradual increase in motorcycle fatalities for middle aged and older bikers (GDOT, 2008). Older persons are more susceptible to injury and have serious physical challenges. A multitude of physical changes occur 
as people age: decline in vision, loss of flexibility resulting in trouble turning head, loss of bone density increasing risk of fractures, hearing impairment, and lower reflexes (GDOT, 2008). Because of these physical changes, older individuals may not tolerate the injuries that are sustained in motorcycle crashes as well as a younger person (Figure 16). 
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Figure 9: Motor Vehicle Fatalities by Age
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Males accounted for 88% of motorcycle fatalities in 2009 (Figure 17). Males are more likely to drive motorcycles and to engage in risky behaviors on motorcycles than females (Shibada & Fukada, 1994).  Males express a lower motivation to comply with laws; they are more likely to speed and drink and drive compared to females (Oltedal & Rondmo, 2006).
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County roads accounted for 36 (31%) motorcycle fatalities in Georgia (Figure 18). County roads often have more entering and exiting traffic, sharp curves, lack barriers, low visibility, and less enforcement than other road types, so excessive speeding may occur (GDOT, 2008). Thirty (25.6%) motorcycle fatalities occurred on Georgia state roads. State roads in Georgia have the same risk factors associated with county roads, which makes them more dangerous than interstates and highways. It is important to note that there were a large number of unknown motorcycle fatalities (17), so the data missing could affect the distribution of motorcycle fatalities by type of road.

The 5 Metro-Atlanta counties had 34 motorcycle fatalities in 2009. Fulton County had 14 motorcycle fatalities, which accounted for 12% of total motorcycle fatalities (Figure 19). Overall the distribution of motorcycle fatalities was highest in the metro and suburban Atlanta area (Map 1). High numbers in the Atlanta area may be correlated with an increasing population, busy interstates and highways, and visibility problems during high traffic periods (NHTSA, 2001). Thirty motorcycle fatalities, or 25.6% of total motorcycle fatalities, occurred in rural counties in Georgia. Undivided roadways, sharp curves, and entering and exiting traffic on state and country roads could explain the high number of motorcycle fatalities that occurred in rural counties (NHTSA, 2001). Many motorcycle fatalities in rural areas occurred in mountainous northern counties and counties along the coast. The northern Georgia counties are desirable recreational roads for many motorcyclists in Georgia because of their challenging curves and hills. There is high motorcycle traffic along I-95 down to Daytona Florida, which may account for the higher fatalities in the coastal rural counties (GDOT, 2008). 
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Loss of control was the major contributing factor to most motorcycle fatalities in 2009 (65%). Other contributing factors to motorcycle fatalities included: failure to yield (26%), disregard for stop sign or signal (6%), exceeding the speed limit (2%), and driving on the wrong side of the road (1%)  (Figure 20). About 27% of motorcycle fatalities had unknown contributing factors.
Rural Counties


The number of people killed in rural Georgia counties is over double those killed in the five metropolitan Atlanta counties. In comparison, the number of crashes in Atlanta is higher than crashes that occur in rural counties (GDOT, 2008). Traffic crashes that occur in congested areas like Atlanta are more likely to be at slower speeds than those that happen in rural counties, which reduce the severity of injury. Rural counties often have two-way narrow roads with no physical barriers or division separating oncoming traffic, sharp curves, limited visibility, little or no shoulder, and frequent entering or exiting traffic. Road characteristics in rural counties present a risk for emergency vehicles traveling at high speeds necessary for immediate response. Slow response time for emergency vehicles and a lack of trauma centers increases the risk of dying in motor vehicle crashes in rural counties. All of these factors combined with speed lead to more fatal rollover crashes and fatal fixed object crashes in rural counties (GDOT, 2008). According to the Georgia Department of Transportation, almost all rural Georgia counties have a fatality rate higher than the state fatality rate.

A majority of fatal crashes in rural counties occurred on state and county roads (Figure 21). State roads in rural counties had the largest number of motor vehicle fatalities in 2009. There were 285 fatal motor vehicle crashes on state roads in rural counties, making up 57.8% of fatal motor vehicle crashes that occurred on all state roads in Georgia. There were 167 fatal motor vehicle crashes on county roads in rural counties, which accounted for 45.5% of fatal motor vehicle crashes that occurred on all county roads in Georgia. Compared with the five metropolitan Atlanta counties, a person is twice as likely to be in a fatal motor vehicle crash on county roads in rural counties, and over 5 times as likely to be in a fatal motor vehicle crash on state roads in rural counties. Rural counties have more motor vehicle fatalities that occur on interstate roads than any other type of county. There were 99 fatal motor vehicle crashes on interstates in rural counties, which accounted for 50% of fatal motor vehicle crashes that occurred on all interstate roads in Georgia.
Conclusions:

Though 2009 is preliminary, motor vehicle fatalities reported in Georgia decreased dramatically, marking the lowest number of fatalities in 15 years. Georgia motor vehicle fatalities decreased four years in a row for the first time since 1994; from 1994 to 2005 there were up and down fluctuations in motor vehicle fatalities, so the current downward trend is encouraging. The projected 2009 fatalities per 100 million miles traveled (VMT) rate also decreased in 2009, dispelling the argument that the drop in fatalities is due to decreased driving due to a poor economy. Under current conditions, motor vehicle fatalities in Georgia should continue to decrease. Increases in traffic safety programs, increased enforcement, safer vehicles, and improved infrastructures such as adding barriers, signs, lighting, and repairing crumbling shoulders and fading striping have all contributed to the decrease in motor vehicle fatalities on Georgia roads. Current efforts to improve traffic safety must continue, to further decrease fatalities in the next few years. 


Even though overall fatalities have decreased in Georgia, motorcycle and pedestrian mortality have not followed the downward trend. These fatalities have either increased or remained stable over the past ten years. The projected 30% decrease in Georgia motorcycle fatalities in 2009 is an encouraging sign. Extensive research must be conducted to determine the causes of this decrease in an attempt to replicate these conditions in future years. Historically, one year dramatic decreases do not lead to continued decreases, and those working towards reducing motorcycle fatalities should expect to see a statistical correction in 2010. Steady and progressive decreases over a three year period will be a better indication of a downward trend. Increased enforcement of speeding in areas with high motorcycle fatalities like Metro-Atlanta counties and the mountain and coastal areas of Georgia should improve the safety of motorcyclists. Educational programs for motorcyclists that focus on safety equipment and road safety should also be implemented to reduce fatalities.

Pedestrian fatalities continue to decrease nationally, but Georgia averages 149.5 pedestrian fatalities each year which is higher than comparable states. Despite the dramatic and well-documented rise in Georgia motorcycle fatalities, pedestrians made up 25% more fatalities than motorcyclists over the past ten years. More resources must be utilized to reduce average pedestrian fatalities under 150 per year for the next ten years. Efforts to reduce pedestrian fatalities must focus on education, bilingual signage, improving sidewalks, and adding crosswalks and signs.

Traffic fatalities continued to be a problem in rural Georgia counties in 2009, continuing an upward trend since 2000. To reduce fatalities in rural counties, infrastructure changes should be made to state and county roads. Changes should be made to expand narrow roads and shoulders, add separation and barriers, reduce sharp pavement drop offs, repair crumbling shoulders, and add adequate lighting to areas around rural roads. Future efforts should focus on education, increased signage, improved striping, and increased enforcement; all of these would lead to fewer overall deaths on Georgia roadways.
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Map 1: Motorcycle Fatalities by County
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