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2008 Click It or Ticket Fact Sheet

Overview

Seat belts are the most effective safety feature available in vehicles today; but nearly one-in-five Americans still fail to regularly wear their seat belts when driving or riding in a motor vehicle. The effectiveness is indisputable. In 2006 alone, seat belts saved an estimated 15,383 lives. An additional 5,441 lives could have been saved if seat belts were worn at the time of the crash.
Campaign Goal 

The goal is to get more drivers and passengers to always buckle up every trip, every time.  The Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety is joining with thousands of State and local law enforcement agencies and highway safety officials to launch an aggressive national Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement mobilization to increase seat belt use and reduce highway fatalities and injuries – with a new emphasis this year on convincing more motorists to buckle up – day and night. 
            No More Excuses – “Click It or Ticket”
Seat belt checkpoints and other stepped-up law enforcement activities will be conducted during the national Click It or Ticket enforcement mobilization from May 19th through June 1st. 

Mission
Click It or Ticket is a nationwide enforcement campaign to increase seat belt use and reduce highway fatalities. In Georgia, the mobilization is conducted annually by the National Highway Traffic safety Administration (NHTSA) in conjunction with the Governor's Office of Highway Safety, local law enforcement agencies, and traffic safety advocates. The law enforcement effort is supported by a $7.5 million dollar national ad campaign funded through Congress. The nationwide ads, produced by NHTSA in English and Spanish, encourage all motorists to always buckle up – every time, day and night.

Georgia Leads The Way

Since 1996, the national seat belt use rate has increased from
68-percent to 82-percent. Georgia drivers have recorded the highest safety belt usage rate in the southeast, at 89-percent and 90-percent, for the last two years.
 Risk Of Fatal Crash At Night Significantly Greater Than Daytime.

· NHTSA research shows fewer people wear their seat belts at night than during the day.

· In 2006, 15,046 passenger vehicle occupants died in crashes between the hours of 6 p.m. and 5:59 a.m. according to NHTSA research. Of that number, 64-percent were not wearing seat belts compared to 46-percent of unbelted daytime occupants between the hours of 6 a.m. and 5:59 p.m.

· Depending on the hour of the day, belt use among passenger vehicle occupant fatalities can vary by nearly 27-percentage points – from a high of 56-percent at 2 p.m. to a low of 29-percent at 2 a.m.

      Seat Belts Save Lives – Best Defense Against Injury And Fatality
· In 2006 alone, seat belts saved an estimated 15,383 lives. An additional 5,441 lives could have been saved if seat belts were worn at the time of the crash. 

· One-in-five Americans (19 percent nationally) still fails to buckle up regularly when driving or riding in a motor vehicle.
· Employing safe driving practices, day and night, is the key to keeping drivers, their passengers, and other motorists on our Nation's highways safe. A seat belt can mean the difference between life and death.

· When worn correctly, seat belts have proven to reduce the risk of fatal
      Injury to front-seat passenger car occupants by 45-percent – and by 
      60-percent in pickup trucks, SUVs and mini-vans.

· Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect
      people and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes. 

   Nighttime Drivers, Young Males and Teens = Those Least Likely to Buckle Up 
           & Those At Greatest Risk
· According to NHTSA, pickup truck drivers and passengers, particularly
                 among young males, consistently have the lowest seat belt usage rates of
                 all motorists. 
· One of the deadliest outcomes in any vehicle crash occurs when
      passengers get ejected from the vehicle – with most ejections coming
      from failure to wear seat belts. 

· In 2006, the observed seat belt use rate in pickup trucks was only
      74-percent compared to 82-percent in passenger cars and 84-percent in
      vans and SUVs.
· Research shows that use of lap/shoulder seat belts reduces the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passenger car occupants by 45-percent and reduces the risk of moderate-to-critical injury by 50-percent. For light-truck occupants, seat belts reduce the risk of fatal injury by 60-percent and moderate-to-critical injury by 65-percent.
· Motorists can increase the odds of survival in a rollover crash in a light
      truck by nearly 80-percent by wearing their seat belt.
                        Motor Vehicle Crashes:  Leading Cause Of Death In America 
                        For 15- to 20-Year-Olds, Largely Due To Low Seat Belt Use.

· An alarming 62-percent of teenage passenger vehicle occupants killed in
      fatal crashes during 2005 were NOT wearing a seat belt at the time of the
      crash.
· In 2006, 5,130 15-to-20-year-old passenger vehicle occupants were 
      killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes. 
· In 2006, (3,062) 15-to-20-year-old passenger vehicle drivers died on our
      Nation’s highways and an additional 259,000 were injured. 

· Sixty-percent of these drivers were NOT wearing their seat belts at the
      time of the crashes. 
· Employing safe driving practices, day and night, is the key to
      keeping young drivers, their passengers, and other motorists on
      our Nation's highways safe. A seat belt can mean the difference
      between life and death.
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