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By JAKE IACOBS
Staff Writer

November was a month without a sin-
gle traffic death in Houston County,
according to a news release Monday from
the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.

Rolling. Thunder operations in Houston
County officially passed the halfway
point last weekend with the third enforce-
ment wave of the highway safety initia-
tive that started Nov. 6. To date, the oper-
ation has resulted in 149 arrests for driv-
ing under the influence, 150 citations for
child safety-seat violations and 28 warn-
ings for seat belt and child safety-seat
violations, according to the news release.

“That’s 149 potential drunk driving
crashes that were prevented because law

enforcement officers in Houston County

and the public officials who support them
cared enough to protect Houston County
families on the roads this holiday sea-
son,” said Bob Dallas, director of the

Governor's Office of Highway Safety.

“That’s more than 300 potential crash
victims who get a second chance to save
the lives of those they love by simply
buckling a safety belt,” added Capt.
Roger Hayes of the Centerville .police,
Hayes 1is the Law .Enforcement -
Coordinator for the Middle Georgia
Traffic Enforcement Network. “We know
this rigoerous seatbelt enforcement means
300 Houston County families who will
double their chances of surviving a high-
way tragedy, especially during the high
traffic levels during the holidays.’

Before the Rolling Thunder operation
began there were 11 traffic fatalities in
the county this year, according to the

news release.

.Powell Harrelson, law enforcement
coordinator for the highway safety office,
said the statistics indicate the operation is
making an impact on residents’ driving

habits. See THUNDER pg 2



