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32 DUI’s, 13 Fugitives, 23 Suspended Drivers Caught in 2 Days
(PAULDING-BARTOW HIGH-CRASH CORRIDOR) During just two days of concentrated patrols and sobriety roadchecks, OPERATION ROLLING THUNDER TASKFORCE Teams swept-up 32 DUI’s, 2 reckless drivers, 23 violators on suspended licenses, and 213 speeders in a two-county crackdown on illegal speed and impaired driving. 

Just 50 officers made more than eleven-hundred contacts with local motorists during this second THUNDER enforcement wave.  About a third of the drivers who were stopped received warnings and the rest will pay fines or go to court.. Except for the drunk drivers who went directly to jail.  

“And they are the kind of extreme high-risk drivers we hope to continue rounding-up with OPERATION THUNDER,” said Governor's Office of Highway Safety Director Bob Dallas.  “We want to see those impaired drivers behind bars before their reckless conduct behind the wheel puts families in Bartow and Paulding in peril on the road.” 

The THUNDER strategy concentrates day-and-night patrol activity on interstates and state routes throughout a three- month period. “And unlike the THUNDER kick-off that started on a Monday morning, Wave Two was specifically designed as a late-night, weekend operation to keep the violators guessing,” said GSP Senior Trooper Jim Brown, Coordinator of the GOHS initiative.
“This weekend’s operations were scheduled to run from five o’clock in the afternoon until five o’clock in the morning. said Senior Trooper Brown.  “That way we catch users on drugs driving to their parties.  Then after dark, we also catch the drug abusers and drunks driving home high-behind-the-wheel.”

During these waves, the days of the week will vary and GOHS is intentionally vague about the enforcement schedule. “Sometimes the waves will come on weekdays and sometimes they’ll be on weekends. But, one thing I can tell you is that once THUNDER comes to town, there will always be some kind of stepped-up enforcement going on during the next ninety days,” says GOHS Law Enforcement Services Director Ricky Rich. “The TASKFORCE will continue working unpredictable schedules and enforcement patterns. So illegal speeders and impaired drivers won’t know when and they won’t know where to look for blue lights in their rear view mirrors.” 
Perhaps that’s why the THUNDER TASKFORCE also continues to do so well in the crime-fighting column.  Officers at 12 roadchecks made a total of 13 drug arrests and apprehended 13 fugitives on outstanding warrants.   
During this strict enforcement wave TASKFORCE officers also wrote a total of 132 seatbelt tickets, 21 child restraint citations, and 252 citations for infractions like expired driver license and tags, illegal window tint, and various safety equipment violations. Georgia Motor Carrier Compliance officers conducted 7 big rig inspections and wrote 4 tickets to truckers. The newly formed TASKFORCE will make a total of six safetybelt and sobriety roadcheck deployments on local roadways during the months of June, July, and August to help keep law abiding residents of Paulding and Bartow Counties safe on their highways. The TASKFORCE mission is to target high-risk drivers with high visibility enforcement and change their illegal driving behaviors. During the next enforcement wave, the THUNDER TASKFORCE plans another high-visibility speed and DUI crackdown to achieve its lifesaving mission.
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