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18 DUI’s, 8 Fugitives, 45 Suspended Drivers Caught in 3 Days
“..and that’s just the start..”
(PAULDING-BARTOW HIGH-CRASH CORRIDOR) This week OPERATION ROLLING THUNDER lived up to its zero tolerance reputation for high-risk drivers.  As it rumbled through Bartow and Paulding counties, the TASKFORCE swept-up 18 DUI’s, 51 speeders, 2 reckless drivers, and 45 violators on suspended licenses in just three days.  Officers made more than a thousand contacts with motorists during the first enforcement wave.
“And that’s just the start,” says GSP Senior Trooper Jim Brown, Coordinator of the GOHS ROLLING THUNDER initiative.  “These are the kinds of high-risk drivers THUNDER was designed to catch-- Motorists whose dangerous driving habits or illegal conduct behind the wheel put all of our families at risk every day on the road.”  In the crime-fighting column, THUNDER TASKFORCE officers at 18 roadchecks also made a total of 11 felony arrests and 7 drug arrests, apprehended 8 fugitives and recovered one stolen car during the first three-day wave.

“I’ve been in law enforcement 33 years and this ranks right up there as one of the best police efforts I’ve ever seen to protect the public,” says Paulding County Sheriff Bruce Harris.  “Just the sheer numbers of TASKFORCE officers we’re able to dispatch to patrol our roads should make high-speed and high-risk offenders aware that we’re not going to tolerate unsafe driving in Paulding and Bartow this summer of THUNDER.” 
These neighboring counties are connected by more than a web of rural roads.. They share rising traffic fatality rates that ranked Paulding Number Seven and Bartow Number Nine in the state for highway deaths last year. So on Monday and Tuesday THUNDER TASKFORCE officers joined local Cartersville Police and county deputies to conduct day and night road checks here. Then on Wednesday, State Troopers followed-up with concentrated patrols targeting aggressive drivers along I-75 in this high-crash corridor.  Wednesday was the day Troopers alone wrote 44 speeding tickets and 21 seat belt citations as part of this crackdown.

“The TASKFORCE mission is to target high-risk drivers with high visibility patrols and roadchecks to change their illegal driving behaviors. THUNDER is about raising survival rates, not revenue,” says Governor's Office of Highway Safety Director Bob Dallas.  “When this TASKFORCE is gone, we want to leave local residents a legacy of safe driving habits and local law enforcement will get a proven playbook of enforcement strategies to sustain their lifesaving goals.”  

“It’s our goal to do everything possible to make the roadways safer for everyone. If strict enforcement is the answer, then so be it,” says Carterville Police Chief Thomas Culpepper.  During this strict enforcement wave TASKFORCE officers wrote a total of 143 seatbelt tickets, 41 child restraint citations, and 326 citations for infractions like expired driver license and tags, illegal window tint, and equipment violations. Georgia Motor Carrier Compliance officers conducted 62 big rig inspections and wrote 36 tickets to truckers.
“We’re out to catch the worst violators,” says Bartow County Sheriff Clark Millsap. “They won’t know when and they won’t know where to look for blue lights in their rear view mirrors.  The TASKFORCE will be out there working unpredictable schedules and enforcement patterns during these ongoing roadchecks and concentrated patrols.  Like the man says, the 90-day forecast in Bartow and Paulding calls for THUNDER this summer.”
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