
OWN A MOTORCYCLE? GET LICENSED TODAY!!
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The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) and the Department of Driver Services (DDS) encourages everyone who operates a motorcycle to be properly licensed.  Records indicate that many people in Georgia own a motorcycle, but may not have acquired a motorcycle license (Class M license).  A motorcycle license is not required to own a motorcycle and there is no guarantee that having a license will prevent a crash.  However, a license is required to legally operate a motorcycle on public roads.  Each year, almost half of Georgia’s motorcycle crashes involve people who are not licensed to operate a motorcycle.

There are two ways to get a motorcycle license.  

· One is to apply for a motorcycle (Class MP) instructional permit at a DDS office.  You must first pass a vision and knowledge test. The information for the knowledge test is in the Georgia Motorcycle Operator’s Manual (GMOM), available at DDS offices or on the Internet at http://www.dds.ga.gov .  A Class MP instructional permit is valid for 6 months, although road test reservations are available only to those applicants who hold a Class MP instructional permit.  

· The second and highly recommended way to obtain a license is to take and pass a DDS-approved motorcycle rider course.  The courses are offered at twenty-five training facilities across the state.  Information on the courses can be found on the DDS website at http://www.dds.ga.gov or by calling 770-918-6206.

Operating a motorcycle without a Class M license may lead to your motorcycle being towed or a fine.  Why take that chance?  Studies show riders who taken a motorcycle class are less likely to get into a crash.

If you know anyone who may be operating a motorcycle without a Class M license, please encourage riders to become properly licensed.  

For additional information on motorcycle safety in Georgia, call Scarlett Woods at GOHS at 404-656-6996 or via email at swoods@gohs.ga.gov . 

