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[image: image1.jpg] THUNDER TASKFORCE CRACKDOWN COMES to BULLOCH COUNTY 
State Steps-Up DUI Enforcement Here To Drive-Down Fatalities 
POLICE PHOTO-OP WEDNESDAY! State Troopers and DUI Enforcement Units from across the state will stage a “rolling-motorcade” in the eastbound lanes of Interstate-16 this Wednesday afternoon to mark the launch of Georgia’s latest ROLLING THUNDER TASKFORCE traffic safety operation. The three-minute motorcade will kick-off a 4:00PM news conference announcing a three-month crack-down on drunk drivers, illegal speeders and unbelted motorists in Statesboro and surrounding Bulloch County.
NEWS MEDIA INVITED!  Troopers will block safety lanes on the US 301 Overpass at Interstate-16 as a vantage point for photographers to capture the ROLLING THUNDER police motorcade en-route to their enforcement briefing. 
WHAT: 
The GOHS THUNDER TASKFORCE is coming! The Governor's Office of Highway Safety issues a Speed and DUI Crackdown Advisory to high-risk drivers in Bulloch County.
WHEN:
News Conference, Wednesday, January 21 at 4:00PM, NEWS MEDIA INVITED
WHERE:
US 301 Overpass over I-16 in Bulloch County, south of Statesboro.
WHO:
The THUNDER TASKFORCE will deploy a combined operation of Bulloch County Sheriff’s deputies, Statesboro and GSU Police, and local law enforcement agencies from the Southeastern Traffic Enforcement Network (SETEN), supported by a force multiplier of Georgia State Troopers and a specially-qualified contingent of GOHS H.E.A.T. units from across Georgia.
WHAT’S NEXT:   Photographers shoot footage of the rolling THUNDER TASKFORCE MOTORCADE arriving in the eastbound lanes of I-16 at 4:00PM.  The News Conference follows immediately on the US 301 Overpass. Then, TASKFORCE sets up THUNDER Command Center in the Bishop Building at Paulsen Stadium in Statesboro.  Reporters cover briefing and roadchecks. GSP ride-alongs available. Sobriety and seatbelt checkpoints will begin at 5:30pm Wednesday. THUNDER checkpoints continue at unannounced times during the first wave.
(STATESBORO, GA) Today the Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) announced a ninety-day high-visibility roll-out of the THUNDER TASKFORCE to target high-risk drivers in Bulloch County and Statesboro for the first quarter of 2009. Bulloch County meets the definition of a “high crash corridor” on the GOHS “Deadly Dozen” list of Georgia counties with abnormally high occurrences of traffic crashes, injuries and fatalities. The THUNDER TASKFORCE MISSION is to help reduce those highway deaths and serious injuries by changing the illegal driving behaviors of motorists through an increased law enforcement presence in those high crash corridors.  
Law enforcement representatives from the previous ninety-day OPERATION THUNDER crackdown will attend Wednesday’s news conference to announce their lifesaving success in Barrow and Oconee Counties and to “Pass the ThunderBolt” to the new Bulloch County THUNDER TASKFORCE.

GOHS HIGHWAY ADVISORY:  As of January 21st, the travel forecast for Statesboro calls for THUNDER!
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