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Police Buckle-Down so Drivers Buckle-Up!

STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN STARTS IN CAIRO 
GEORGIA IS BUCKLE-UP COUNTRY!

WHAT:         Rural Roads Enforcement Crackdown News Conference announcing 

                       high-profile statewide Click It or Ticket campaign for Safety Belt & 
                     Child Passenger Safety Seats on Georgia’s country roads
WHEN:         MONDAY, MAY  17TH, 2010, News Conference at 2:30PM
WHERE:       Regional Community Center, 101 1st Street, Cairo, GA 39828
                       NEWS MEDIA INVITED
DANGER ON GEORGIA’S RURAL ROADS

In Georgia, country roads are more dangerous than our interstates and busy city highways.  It’s a problem nationwide.  More than half of America’s traffic deaths occur on country roads even though only a quarter of Georgia’s population calls the country their home and travels there daily.  
COUNTRY ROADS = DEADLY CRASHES

Americans driving or riding on rural roadways face a greater risk of being killed or injured in traffic crashes than motorists in urban areas.  In 2008, 700 people died in Georgia's most rural counties, compared to 687 traffic deaths in metro-Atlanta.  

AVOID A TICKET, SAVE A LIFE

In Georgia, pickup truck safety belt usage is 17-percent less than other passenger vehicles.  And nearly three-fourths of the pickup truck occupants killed each year aren’t restrained.  That’s why police are enforcing Click It or Ticket on Georgia’s country roads and everyone should “Buckle-Up. Every Trip. Every Time.”     
KICK-OFF NEWS CONFERENCE SCHEDULED

Join law enforcement agencies from Lee, Dougherty, Worth, Early, Baker, Mitchell, Colquitt, Miller, Seminole, Decatur, Grady, and Thomas Counties in the Southwestern Traffic Enforcement Network (SWTEN).  Enforcement begins Monday, May 11th. This Rural Road seat belt enforcement initiative is part of Georgia’s Click It Or Ticket crackdown campaign that follows statewide on Monday, May 24th, 2010.   

DIRECTIONS & PHOTO-OP’s 
The Rural Roads news conference is at the Regional Community Center, 101 1st Street, Cairo, GA, just 60 miles west of Valdosta on US 84 and 34 miles north of Tallahassee, FL via US 319 and GA 93. Reporters and photographers are invited to do one-on-one interviews with speakers or ride-along with enforcement patrols.
CRACKDOWN COMES TO COUNTRY ROADS 

The heavily-traveled Memorial Day holiday period is one of the deadliest driving times of the year due to low seat belt use.  Georgia law enforcement agencies are set for a major wave of high-visibility safety belt checkpoints and concentrated patrol activity through Sunday, June 6th, 2010.  Under Georgia’s Primary Safety Belt Law enforcement officers are authorized to ticket violators by simply observing an unbelted driver or passenger. Seat belt violators will be ticketed on the first offense, day and night..  Because Georgia is Buckle-Up Country!
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For more information:


Network Coord: Sgt. Bruce Womble                              �Cairo Police Dept.�4 South Broad Street�Cairo, GA 39828


Mobile: 229 221-8704
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